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I” Hongh it was but the Sermon as Preached;that 

- Þ 7 was required to Print, yet for the more com. 
; mon uſe, I took the boldneſs to enlarge. it, and _ |. 
. relax the file , bus think itmeet bere to acquaint you 1 

with the alterations. From page 6. to page 47. it is 
that T have exerciſed this liberty ; there being only the — | 

Fleads ( or moſt of them) delivered in ſpeech, ma | 

more contrefted flile. Bue to page 6+ and from page |} 

' 46. totheend, it is Printed as it was delivered , 

'* ſerving the Addition of the ſecond and third (onfide- = 
_, rations, page 55, 56+ which time allowed me. not to | 
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| The Like of Faith. 


| . Heb. 41. $6: 

Now faith i the ſubſtance of things hoped a 
for, the evidence of things not ſeen. 

IEA Hough the wicked are diſtinguiſhed: in- 


to Hypecrites and Unbelievers, yet Hyps- 
crites themſelves are Unbelievers too. 


words in Scripture of the ſame ſignification, / If you | 2 
A 2 | haye "= 
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The Life of Faith. 


/ 


/ 


| doe belief and acceptance of life as procured by Chriſt, 


of the Dignityand Power of faith, do principally infift - 


/* Faith 6 the pradtical Believing in God as promiſing, and = | 


have not faith, you are not Chriſtians, This faith hath 
yarious offices and objes. By it we are juſtified; ſantti- 
fiedand ſaved. - Weare juſtified, nor by believing that 
we are juſtified, but by believing that we way be juſtified. _ 
Not by receivine juſtification immediately, but by recei- 
wine Chriſt for our juſtification : not by meer accepting the 
pardon in1t ſelf, but by firſt receiving him that procureth 
and beſtoweth it, on tus terms + Not by meer .accepting 
ealth, but by receiving the Phyſician and his remedies 
for healib., 


Chrift as procuring juſtification and ſalvation, Or , the 


and promiſed by God in the Goſpet. 

* Theeverlaſting fruition of Godin Heaven, is theulti- - | 
mate abje&. No man believerh in Chriſt as Chriſt , 2 | 
that believeth not it him for eternal life, As faith looks - | 
at Chriſt as the neceſſary means, and at the Divine benig= | 
nity as the fountain, and at his Yeracity as the foundation 
or formal objets, and-at the promiſe as the. true ſienificati- 

811 of: his will ; ſo doth it u/timately look at our ſalvation, | 
( begun oneearth, and perfected in Heaven ) as theend, | 
for which itlookerh atall the reſt, ; 

No wonder therefore if the holy Ghoſt here ſpeaking | 


on that part of its Defcription,which is taken from this 

firal object. | s Soon 
As Chrift himſelf in his Humiliation was rcjefted by 
the Gemtiles, and a tumbling flone to the Fews , deſpiſed | 
and not efteemed, Ila,'5 3. 2,73. having made himſelf of no | 
reputation, Phil. 2. 7, So faith in Chriſt 2s incarnate and 1 
erucified,is deſpiſed and counted fooliſhneſs by the world. | 
But as Chriſt in his Glory, and the' Glory of Believers, 
F ſhal 
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The Life of Faith.” *' Fi: 
fh1Þ forcerthem ro an'aweful admirarion'y ſo farth ir ſelf 
as:exercifed on that Glory, is more glorious in the eyes of 
all.' Believers are never ſo reverenced by the world; as 
when they converſe in Heaven , and- the Spirit of 'glory 
reſteth on them, 1 Pet. 4.14 - -* | 

How faith by behoſding this glorious end,doth move 
all the faculties of. the ſoul, and ſubdue.the inclinati- 
ons and intereſts of the fleſh,and make the greareſt ſut- 
ferings tolerable , is the work of the holy Ghoſt in this 

Chapter to demonſtrate, which beginning with the De- 
Tcription, proceeds to the proof by a cloud of witneſſes. 
There are two ſorts of perſons (and employments) in 
the world, for whom there are twocontraty exas here- 
after# One ſott ſubjec their: Reaſon to their ſenſuality or: 
carnal intereft. The other ſubject their ſenſes to their. 
\Reaſon,cleared,conducted and elevated by faith. Things 
preſent or poſſeſſed, are the riches of the ſenſual , and 
| the byas of .their hearts and lives :- Things -abſent- bur- 
hoped for, are the riches of Believers, which aRtuare their 
chief endeavours. | COIL EEREES 4 
T his is the ſenſe of the Text which I have read to 
you ; which ſetting things boped for, in oppoſition to - 
things preſent, and things wsſeey, to thoſe that ſexſe doth. 
By apprehend, aſſureth us that faith ( which fixech'on the 
i firſt.) doth give to its object a ſ#bſeſtence, preſence , and 
I evidence, that is, it ſeeth that wbich ſupplyeth the want of 
preſence and viſibility, The #m=*'> is that which quoad 
effetTum i5, equal toa preſent ſubſiſtence, And'the 3>295the 
| evidence is; lomewhat which quoad effefFumis equal ts wift- 
1 - Hility. As if he hadfaid, [: Though the glory promiſed to' 
1 - pelievers, and expetted by them, be yet" to come,” andonly 
| hoped for, and be yet unſeen and only believed”, yet is the 
ſound Believer as traly affeFed with it, and uHtd by its at-"_ 
OE mmm mn een 0 tratbive. - 
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trattive fret, 45 if it were preſens and before his eyes?) as 
a man is by an inheritance, or eſtate in reverſion, or out 
of ſight, if well ſecured, and not only by that which is 
preſent to his view. The Syriack Interpreter inſtead of a 
Tranſuation, gives usa true expoſition of the words , vis. 
[ Faith is a certainty of thoſe things that are in hope, as i 
they did already aFually exiſt , and the revelation of thoſe 
things that are not ſeen. 

/ Or you may take the ſenſe in this Propoſition, which 
/ TI am next roopen further, and apply, vis. [That the na- 
| ture and uſe of faith is to be a4 it were inſtead of preſence, 
paſſeſsion and ſight : or to make the things that will be , as 
if they were already in exiſtence s, and the things unſeen 
\_ hich God revealeth, as if our bodily eyes beheld them, 

- 1. Notthat faith doth really change its objeR. | 

2. Nordoth it give the ſame Degree of apprebenſions 
and affe&ions as the fight of preſent things would do, Bur 
I. Things Inviſible are the Objects of our Faith, 

2. And Faith is effe&#ual inſtead of fight to all theſe 
uſes: 1. The apprehenſion is as Infallible, becauſe of the: 
objective certainty, ( though not ſo ſatisfaRory ro our 
imperfect ſouls, ) as if the things themſelves were ſeey. 
2. The will is determined by it inits neceſſary conſent and 
choice. 3,' The affetHions are moved in the neceſſary de- 
gree. 4. It zalethinour lives , and bringeth. us through 
duty, and ſuffering, for the ſake of the Happineſs which 
we Believe. FS | by 

T his Faithisa grounded wiſe and juſtifiable at : anin- 
fallible kowledge and often called fo in Scripture,Foh. 
6. 69.1 Cor. 15. 58. Roms, 8. 28,8:c. And the conftity- 
tive and efficient cauſes will juftifie the N awe. Y” 

We knowand are /»fallibly ſure, of the truth of God 
which we believe : As it's fatd; Fab, 6.69. [. We believe - 


and 


The Life of Faith. 2k 
and are ſure that tho art that Chriſt, the Soz of the living 
Gd.) 2 Cor. 5. 1. | Weknow that if onr earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God,an _ 
honſe not madt with hands, eternal in the heavens, Rom. 
$.28, }e know that all things work together for good to them 
that lyweGod.} 1 Cor. 15. 58. Tow know that your labonr 
is not in vainin the Lord. Joh. g. 19. { We know God 
ſpake' 18 Moſes, 8c. ] 31. We know God hbeareth 
#0t ſinners. ] Joh.' 3.3: We know thin art a Teacher 
come from God.) Sox Foh. 3.515. & 't Pet. 3.17. and 
many other Scriptures tell you, that Believing Got, isa 
certain infalible ſort of knowledge. 

. Tfhall injuſtificaion of the work of Faith., acquaint 

you briefly with: That in'the' Netare of it +2: And 

thar the caaſfſng of it, which advaneeth it, ro be an in- 
 fallible knowledge, 

x. The Believer k»ows ( as fre as he knows thieje ts 
God") thar God is rrwr, and his Wordis tra, it being 
Jnpoſitble for God 10 tyt; Heb: 6: 18. Godt that canner he 
hath promiſed, "Fit; xe 2, | 

2, He banws that the holy Scriptare i is the Word of 1 

God; by his Image which it beareth, and the ory rol evi- 
\leKces ivinity which ic containeth, and 'the 
Miracles (certainly! proved-)whicti Clitift; and dis gr Z) 


rit in his Servanrs, wrought to confirta the truth; 3 
therefore he knowerh- aſſuredly the concluſton, char a 
this Word of God is true. 

1! [And forthe ſirer eeGing of chis Knowle 

80th noronly' fer before us the alcertaining'F rf of 
' his Wn 'verati iy , and rhe Scriptires Divinity 3- bur 
moreover,'r. Contb'n 19 belive; Phil. Te 29. 2 Per. 
©'x, 3, Fo it Is not fir het, burts the gift | 
2.8, Fulth'is one of the fruits af 


The Life of Faith. 


By the drawing of the Fatber we come t0the Sov. And he 


pe CCOEIES — 


rhat hath £nowledge given from Heaven , will certaifily 
know : and he that hath Faith given him from -Heaven , 
will certainly believe, The heavenly. Light willdiffipace 
our darkneſs, and infallibly illaminate. -Whileſt. God - 
ſets before us the Glaſs of the Goſpel, in_ which the 
things Jnvi/ible are revealed, and alſo gives us ee-ſigbt 
to behold. them , Believers muſt needs be a heavenly 


lieving, and are contrary to a heavenly life : So that as 
tlie exerciſe of aur fight ,, and caſt ,, and hearing, and 
feeling, is cauſed by our natural ilifez. ſo rhe;exerciſe..of 
Faith,and Hope,and Love, upon things unſeen, is cauſ- 
ed by the holy Spirit, which is the principle of our new 
life. 1 Cor.2.12. We havereceived the Spirit,that we might 
_ know the things that are gives as of 'Gog.] This Spirit-of A + 
Ged acquainterh us with God, with his vergcity. and/ bis — | 
: Word. , Hcb. 10.30; We know him that hath (aid, T will ne- 
wer fail thee, nor forſake thee. This Spirit of Chriſt ac- 
quainteth us with Chriſt, and with his grace ang will. 
I Cor.2.10,4 1,12. This beevenly,Spirit Acquainterh us 
with Heaven, io that [We kyom. that \mhen. Chriſt appear- 
eth,we ſhall be like hirn,for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 1, John 
3-2. And we know that he was manifeſted to take away ſin,] 
1 Joh. 3-5. andwillperfe& his work. and; preſent, us 
 ſpoyleſs0 his Father, Eph.5. 26,37; This beawenly $p- 


rit 


/ 
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ris poſſeſleth the Saints with ſuch heavenly diſpoſitions 
and'defires as much facilitate the work of Faith. Tr 
bringeth us to a heavenly converſation ; and maketh us 
live as fellow citiRens of the Saints, and in the hou(hold of 
God, Phil. 3, 20. Epheſ. 2. 19. Itis within us a Spirit © 


of ſupplicatioy, breathing heaven-ward, with ſighs and 


2roans which cannot bee xpreſſed; and as God knoweth the 
meaning of the Spirit, ſo the Spirit knows the mind of God, 
Rom, 8. 37. 1 Cor, 2.11, | 

3- And the work of Faith is much promoted by the 


ſpiritual experiences of Believers, When they finda 


conſiderable part of the holy Scripture verified on 
themſelves, - it much confirmeth their Faith as to the 
whole: They are really poſſeſſed of that heavenly diſpo- 
ſition, called The Divine Nature,and havefelt the pow- 
er of the Word upoa their hearts, renewing them to the 
Image of God, mortifying their moſt dear and ſtrong 
corruptions, ſhewing them a greater beauty and defire- 
ableneſs in the Objeas of Faith, then is-to be found in 
ſenfible things: They have found many of the Promiſes 
made good upon themſelves, in the anſwers of prayers, 
and in great deliverances, which ſtrongly per{wadeth 
them to believe the reſt that are yet to beaccompliſhed.. 
And experience isa very powerfulland ſatufying way of 
conviction. He that feeleth, as it were, the firſt fruits, 
the earneſt, and the beginnings of Heaven already in his 
ſoul, will more eaſily and affuredly believe that there is 
a Heaven hereafter, JWe know that the Son of God is come, 
and bath given us an underſtanding, that we may know hins 
that is true, aud we are in him that i true ; even in his Son 
Feſus Chriſt: This ts the true God and eternal life,] 1Joh. 
5+ 20, 7] Hethat belieweth onthe Sou, hath the _ in 
himſelf, Ver. 10. ] Thereis ſo great a likeneſs 0 - 
B oly 
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holy and beavenly natare inthe Saints, to the heavenly life 
that God hath promiſed, that makes it $he more eaſily 
believed. EAT - 

4: And it exceedingly helpeth our Belief of the life 
that's yet unſeen,to find that Nature affordeth us unde-. 
nyable Arguments to prove a future Happineſs and 
Miſery, Reward and Puniſhment, in the general ; yea 
and in ſpecial, that the Love axd' Fraition of God is this 
ne « and thar the effes of his diſpleaſure are this 
Puniſhment : Nothing moreclear and certain then thar 
there s 4Goa, (He muſt be a fool indeed that dare deny 
it, P[a/14 1.(as alſo that this God is the Creator of the 
rational nature, and hath the abſolute right of Soveraign 
Government: and therefore that the rational Creature 
oweth him the moſt full and abſolute obedience,and de- 
fexveth puniſhment if he diſobey. And is moſt clearthar 
infinite goodneſs ſhould be loved above all finite im- 
perfect created good:And its clear that the rational na- 
ture is ſo formed, that withoutthe hopes and fears.of ano- 
rher life,the world neither &,nor evet was, nor(by ordi- 
nary viſible means )can be well governed, ( ſuppoſing 
God to work on man according $0 his nature.)And itis 
moſt certain that it conſifieth nor with infinite wiſdom, 
power and goodneſs, tobe put rorule the world. in all 
ages, by fraud and falſhood. And it is certain that Hea- 
thens do for the moſt part through the world, by the 
lizht of nature,acknowledge a life of joy, or miſery to 
come : And the .moſt hardened. Atheiſts or Iofidels 
muſt confeſs, that [for ought they know,there may be ſuch. 
alife: } it being impoſſible they ſhould know or pr ove 
the contrary. . Aud it is moſt certain that the weer pro- 
babibity or peſtibility of a Heaven or Hell, ( being mat- 
ters of ſuch unſp:akable concerament) ſhould in _ 
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ſon conimand our utmoſt diligence to the hazard or loſs 
of thetranſitory vanities below;zand conſequently that a 
holy diligent preparation for another life is #arurally the 
duty of the reaſonable creature.” And its as ſare that God 
hath not made our naturein vain , nor ſerus on a life 
of vain employments, nor made ir onr buſineſs in the 
world to teek after that which can be never attain- 
ed. | | 
Theſe things and much more do ſhew that nature af- 
fordeth us fo full a teſtimony of chelife co come that is 
yet inviſible, that it exceedingly helpeth us in believing 
the. ſupernatural revelation of it ,. which is. more 


full. 


5. And thongh we have not ſeen the obje&s of our 
faith, yet thoſe thac have given us theif infallible teſti- 
mony,by infallible means, have ſeen what they teſtified. 
Though [ no man hath ſeen God at any time, yet the only 
begotten Son which gn the boſome of the Father, hath de - 
clared him, John 18. [ Yerily, verily, (faith our Lord) 
we ſpeak that we know, and teſtifie that we have ſeenJJohn 
3-11,Verſe 31,32. |Hethat cometh from Heaven,u above 
all; and what he hath ſetn and heard, that he teſtifieth.] 
Chriſt that hath cold us,ſawthe things that we havenor 
ſeen:and you will believe honeſt men that ſpeak to you 
of what they wereeye-witneſſes of. And the Diſciples 
ſaw rhe perſon, the transfiguration, and the miracles of 
Chriſt, inſomuch that Fohz rhus beginneth his Epiſtle, 
1Fohn 1. 1,2, 3. [ That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have ſeen with onr eyes. 
which we have looked 9pen, 4nd onr-hands have handled of 
the Word of life, ( for the life was manifeſted, and we have 
ſeen it, and bear witneſt, and ſhew it to you, that eternal 


life whlch was with the Father & was manifeſted unto ws:) 


B 2 That 
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That which wehave ſeen and. beard, declare we wnto you. } 
So Paul, 1 Cor 9.1. Am 1 not an Apoſtle? .have 1 not ſeen 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord? 1 Cor. 15.5,6,7. | He was ſeen 
of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that he was ſeen.of 
above five bunared brethren at once, of. whom the greater 
part remain unto this preſent ] Heb, 2.3, 4. Tha | great 
ſalvation at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed to us by them that beard him ; God alſo bearing 
them witne([e, both with ſigns and wonders,andwith divers 
miraclts andgifis of the toly Ghoſt, according to his. own 
will, ] 2 Pet, 1. 16,17: | For we have not followed cun- 
ingly deviſed fables, when we made known unto you-the 
power and coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but were eye- 
witneſſes of his Majeſly.: For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when there: came ſuch 4 voice to 
him, from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son in 
whom 1 am well pleaſed : And this voice which came from 
Heaven, we heard wben we were with him in the. holy 
Mount. ] And therefore when the Apoſtles were cotm- 


manded by their perſecutors, not to W-ck at all, or reach 


in the name of Feſws, they anſwered, | We cannot but 
ſpeak the things which we have ſeen and heard. ] Ads 4. 
18, 20. {0 that much of the objects of our faith co ws 2x - 
viſible, have yer. been ſeen by thoſe that haveinſtrumen. 


tally revealed them and the glory of Heaven it ſelf is 


ſeen by many millions of ſouls.that are now poſſeſſing 
it. And the tradition of the Teftimony of the Apoſtles 
untous is more full and ſatisfaftory, then the tradition 
of any Laws of the Land,or Hiſtory of the moſt unque. 
ſionable affairs thac have been done among the peo- 


ple of the earth : ( as IT have manifeſted elſewhere ) 


So that faith hath che infallible Teſtimony of God,and 
of them that have ſcex, and therefore is to ns.inſtead.of 
fehr. | 6. Laſtly, 
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6: Laſtly, Even the enemy of faith himſelf doth © 


againſt his will confirm our faith by the violence and 
rage of malice, that ke ſtirrethup in the ungodly againſt 
.thelife of faich and: holineſs 3 and by. the' importuniry 
. of hisoppofitions and temprations, diſcovering that it 
is not for nothing that he is. ſo malicioufly ſolicitous, 
- induſtrious; and violent. pi | 
And thus you ſee-how much f4it4 hath, - that ſhould 
fully ſatisfie a r41iopal-man, inſtead of preſence, pſſe(sion 
and povt. ole i | | 
Ny ſhall here ſay, [ But. why. would not God let us 
have 4 ſight of Heaven or Hell, when he could not but know 
that it would more generally. and certainly have prevailed 
for the converſion and ſalvation of the world: Doth he envy 
us the moſt effeftual means 2) bs y 
 Tanſwer,r.Who;art thou Oman that diſputeſt againſt 
God? ſhall che thing formed ſay to him that formed. ir, 


41 


_ Why haſt chou made me thus 2 Muſt God-come down 


to the barr of man, torender an account of the reaſon 
of his works « Why doye notalſoask.-him a reaſon of 
the nature, ſituation, magnitude, order, influences, -e&#c. 


.of all che Stars , and Superiour Orbs, and call him £0.20 
accaynr- forall his works? when yer-there are ſo many 


things in.,your own. bodies, of. which” you lictle-under- 


ſtand the reafon, Is it not: intolerable impudency, for - 


ſuch worms as we, ſolow, ſo dark,to queſtion the eter- 
.nal God, concerning. the reaſon. of . his. Laws and Diſ- 


penſations? Dowe.not ſhamefully forger.ous ignorance - 


and our diſtance ? 


2, But if you muſt have .a Reaſon,ler this ſuffice you: - 


\ Tris fit that the Government of God be ſuiced tothe 


nature of the-reaſonable ſubjet:; And Reaſon is made - 


3 


to apprehend more then we ſee,and by reaching beyond ; 
B23 ſenſe- 
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ſenſe; ro catry us to ſeek things higher and better then 
ſenſecan reach. If you would have a 9947 underſtand 
no more then he ſees, you would almoſt equalize a wiſe 


man and a fool; and make ama» too like a beaff. Even 


in worldly matters, you will venture ypon the greateſt 
coſt and pains for the things that you ſee'»9t , norever 
ſaw. He that hath a journey ro go toa place that he never 


ſaw, will not think that a ſufficient- reaſon to ſtay ar 


home. The Merchant will ſail a thouſand miles to a 
Land, and for a commodity, that he never ſaw: Muſt 
the Husbandman ſee the Harveſt before he plow his 


Land and ſow his Seed 2 Muſt the fick man feel, thathe 


hath health'before'he uſe themeans toger it 2 Mult the 
Souldier' ſee thar he hath 'the- viRtory before he fight ? 
You would take ſuch cqnceits in worldly matters to be 
the ſymptomes of diftraftion: And will you cheriſh 
them where they are moft pernicious? Hath God made 
man for 4nyend, of for noye?If none, he is made in vain: 
If for any, no reaſon can expe that he ſhould ſee his 
end, before he uſe the meays ; and ſee his home, before 
he begin to travail towards It, When Children fi:ſt go 
Sctiool.they do not ſee or enjoy the learning and wiſdom 
which by timeand labour they tuft ateain:'' You will 


providefor the Children which-you are like tohave; be- +: » 


fore you ſee them: Tolook that fiebs which is our fra- 
itivg it ſelf, ſhonld go before holy life, is to expe the 
end before we' will ule the »eceſſary. means: You ſee here 
mnehe governmeiit of the world, that it is things unſeen 
char are the inſtraments of rule, atid' motives of 
obedience: Shall -no man be -seſtrained from ' fel- 
lony, or murders, but he' ther ſeeth the Aﬀſizes 


-or ' the Gallows ** It-is' enough thar he foreſerth 
them ,- as- being' 'made known - by the Laws; 


Ic 
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It would be no diſcrimization of the grodand bad,the 
wiſeand fooliſh, if the reward and puniſhment niuſt be 
ſeen. Whatthief ſo mad as to ſteal at the Gallows, or 
before the Judge: The baſeft habirs would bereſtrain- 
ed from ating, if the reward and puniſhmene were: in 
ſight: Thie moſt beaſtly dronkard would/notbe drunk; 


. the filchy fornicator would forbear his laſt ; the malici- 


ous enemies of godlineſs would forbear their calumnies 
and perſecutions,if Heaven and Hell were open to their 
fight: No man will play the adulterer in'theface. of 
the Aſſembly : The chafte and unchaſte ſeem: there 
alike: And ſo they would do if they ſaw the face of 
the moſt dreadfull God. No thanks to any of you all 
ro be godly, if Heaven wereto bepreſently ſeen : or.ro 
forbear your fin, if you ſaw Hell fire, God will haye a 
meeter way of tryal; You ſhall  belizve his promiſes, 
if ever you will have the benefsr , and believe 
his threatnings if ever you will eſcape the threatned 
evill, Cots 20; 


Uſe 1, This be ng the Natureand Uſe of Faith, eo 


- 


apprehend things abſext as if they were preſent, and 


things unſeen as if they were viſible before our eyes ; 
you may hence underſtand the nature of Chriſtianity, 
aud what it is to be atrae Believer: Verily, it is-another 
matter ctian the dreaming,lelt-deceiving world imagin- 
eth: Hypocrites-thiok that they are Chriſtians indeed, 
becauſe they haveentertained a ſuperficial opinion, thar 
there is a Chriſt,an immortality of ſouls,aRefurreion, 
a Heaven and a Hell; though their Lives bear witneſs, 
that this is not a living and effetZaal fairhy bur iris their 
[enſitive faculties and: intereft thar are predominext, and 


are the byas of their heart. Alas, alittle obſervation may” 


re}] chem, that notwithſtanding: their moſt confident 
| | pretentions 


— — 
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pretentionsto:Chriſtianity, they. are utterly unacquain - 
ted with the Chriſtian life, Would they live as they 
do,in worldly cares, and pampering of the flefh, and 
negle& of God and the life to come, if they [aw the 
things which they ſay they do believe 5 Could they be 
ſenſual, ungodly, and-ſecure, if they hada faith thar 


ſerved inſtead of ſight ? 


Would my know who it1s that is the Chriſtian in- 
EE ced 7 1. He « one that iveth ( 1n lome mealure) as 7 
Fe Taw the Lord, Believing in that God that dwelleth 5n 
the Inacceſsible light, that cannot be ſeen by mortal eyes, - 
he liveth as before his face. He ſpeaks, he prayes, he 
thinks, he deals with men, as if he ſaw the Lord Rtanid 
by. No wonder therefore if he doit with rewverence-and 
holy fear. ffNo wonder if he make lighter of the ſmiles 
or frowns of mortal man, than others do-thar ſee none 
higher and if heobſerve notthe luſtre of worldly dig- 
nity, or fleſhly beauty, wiſdom or yainglory, before the” 
tranſcendent incomprehenſible light, to which the Sun 
it ſelf is darkneſs. When be awakethhe is fil with God, 
Pſalm 1 34. 8. He ſets the Lord alwayes before him,becanſe 
he ts at his right hand, he is not moved, Pſal. 16,8, And 
therefore the life of believers is oft called « walking 
 withGed and a walking before God, as Gen.5422424 86.9. . 
& 17. 1. inthe caſe of Henoch, Noah, and Abrahams. All 
the day doth he wait on God, Plalm 25.5. Imagine. your 
ſelves what manner of perſon he muſt be that ces the 
Lord, and conclude that (uch(in his meaſure) is rhe true 
| believer.; For. by faith he fears him that is invifible (to 
the eye of ſenſe)and therefore can forſake the glory and 
pleaſures of the- world, and feareth not the wrath of 
= Princes, as it is ſaid of £Hoſes, Heb: 11:27: ML 
5 2: The Believer is one that liveth on 4 Chrift whom be. 
Þ | never 


” us love him whons we have not ſeen, and-in whom though 
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wever {aw, and trufterh in him, adbereth to hin), acknow- 
ledgech-his benefits, /averh him and 7ejoiceth in him, as 


/ "i if he had:ſee» him with his eyes, This is the faith which 04 
-", Peter Calls more precions then periſhing gold ; that maketh © 4 


F : 9: able and glorious joy,1 Pet.t.8.Chrift dwelleth in bis hears 


by faith ; not only by his Spirit ; but objeftively, as 
our deareſt abſent friend, doth. dwell in our eſtimatjon. 


and affection, Epbeſ. 3. 17.0 that the miſerable Infidels« 


of the world, had the eyes, the hearts, the experiences of 
the true believer / Then they that with Thome: tell 
choſe that have ſeen him, | Zxceps 1 may ſee and feel, 1 


will pot believe, ] will be forced to cry out, [| My. Lord 


aud my God, | John 20. 25,6 fon : 
3:ABeliever is one that judgeth of the man by his invi- 
ſible inſide, & not by outward appeararces with a fleſhly 


47 
| 


worldly judgement. He ſeeth by faith a greater ugli- 
neſs in fin, then-in any -the moſt deformed monſter. 


When the unbeliever {aith,what harm is it to pleaſe my _ 


fleſh, in eaſe, or pride, or mear_and drink, or luſtfull * : 


wantonnels ? the belieyer takes it as the queſtion of 2 _ 


fool, that ſhould ask [| What harm is it to take adrant 


— 


of Mercury or Arſenick ? ] He: ſeeth the vicious evil, 

and foreſeeth the conſequent penal evil, by the eye of. 
arr. therefore it is that he pictieth the ungodly, 

wh 


———— 


and perhaps weeps over them { as Payi, Phil. 3. 1 


when he cannot. prevail ;-when they weep not for _ 


themſelyes, bur hate his love, and ſcorn his pi:ty, and 
bid him keep his Iamentations for himſel?; beaoſe they 


hey pitty not themſelves, and ſpeaks ro them + 

oft with a tender heart in _compaſhon of their miley, 
19) 
3 


mn — 


ſee not what he fees. _ 
So C He 


— 
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- He ſeeth alſo the inward beaury of the Saints (as'it 
ſhinert forth in the HotinelSoF their lives) and throvgh 
_ dll their ſordid poverty and contempt, beholderh rhe- 
image of God upon them. 'For he judgeth not of fs 
or helineff xs they\now appear to the- diſtracted world:: ©. 
bur as they will beJjudged of at the day which he fore- 
! ſeeth , when fin will be the ſhame, and holineſs the ho- 
s # noured and defired ſtate. Pa: 
{  Hecanſee Chriſt in'his poor deſpiſed members, and 
; 17 Love God in thoſe that: are made-as the ſcorn and-off- 
Tcouring of all things, by the: malignant; unbelieving 
world, He admireth the excellency and happineſs of © 
thoſe that are made the laughing ſtock of the ungodly; 
and accounteth the Saints the reſt excellent on earth, 
Pſalm-16, 2. and had rather be one of their communi6h 
W/ in rags, thenfit with Princes that are naked within, and 
yoid of the true and'durable glory. He judeeth of men 
as he perceiveth them'to have more or lefs of Chriſt. 
| Theworthof a man is not obvious to theſenſe. - You 
ſce his flature; complexionand' bis clothes ; but as you ſee 
not his Learning or kill in any Art whatſoever, fo you 
ſee not his grace and heavenly mind, As the ſoul it ſelf, ſo 
the finfull deformity, and the holy beauty of it, are to ns 
inviſible, and perceived only by theirfruits, and by the 
. eye of faith, which ſeeth things as God reveals them. 
And therefore in the eyes of a rrne believer, 4 wile 
perſon is contemned,, but he hononreth thoſe that fear the 
Lord. Palm 15. 47 SS OSD DST 5 nb 
4, A true Believer doth ſeek-a Happineſs which he ne-- 
wer ſaw , and with greater eſtimation ana- reſolution, 
than he ſeeks the moſt excellent things that. he be hath 
ſeen, Th all his/prayers, his labours and” his ſuf- 
ferings, it is an unſeen Glory that he feeks : He ſeerh not 
the Glory of God, nor the Glorified Redeemer, nor = 
| world 


a 
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world of Angels, and perfected fpirics of the juſt :: bue 
he knoweth by faith, that ſuch a God, ſuch a Glosy, ſuch 
a world as this there #, as:certain as if his eyes had ſeen 
it. And therefarehe provides, he lives;.he hopes, he 
waits for this #»ſcen ſtate of ſpiritual blils, contemning 
all che wealth and glory that fight can reach in compa- 
riſon thereof.. He believeth what he ſhalt ſees and 
therefore ſtrives that he ay ſee it. Its ſomething above 
theSun,and all thatmortal eys can fee,which is the exd, 
the hope, the portion of a believer , without which all is 
nothing'to him;and for which hetrades and travels here, 
_ as worldlings do for worldly things, <Mat. 6. 20,21. 

Col. 3, 1. Phil, 3.20. | 


5. A true Believer doth all his life prepare for 4 Jay that 


6 yet 10.come,and for an uccount of allthe-paſlages of his _ 


life, though he hath nothing but 'rhe word of God co _ . 44 


aſſure him of it: Aad therefore he lives as one that is 
haſting'to the:preſence-of this: Judge; andhe contriveth 
his affairs, and diſpoſeth of his worldly: riches, as'one 
thar looks to-hear of it again, cand as -oae-that remem- 
breth the Fudge is at the door, Fames 5..9. He rather 
asketh, [ Whar life, what. words, what actions, what 
way-ot ufing my Eſtate. and intereſt;-wilbbe-{weeteſt to 
me in the.review, and will be beſt\at 1»ſt when I'muſft 
accordingly receive my: doom #f']. chan [What is:imoſt 
pleaſant ro my fleſh *: and what will ingratiate me-moſt 
with men*. and. what willaccommodare me beſtat pre-: 
ſent, and-ſer:me higheſbin-the world e ] And+there- 
fore ic is thathe pitrieth cheungodly,even in che height 
of theit proſperity z. and is ſo earneſt (though ir'offend- 
theni ) to procure their recovery, as knowing that how 
fecure ſoever. they are now; they-muſt give an acconmrito 
him that is reaidy:fo judgerhe quick and#be tad, 1 Pei gs : 
C 2 | an 
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"and tht then the caſe will be altered with the preſump- 
tuons world. | 
6. Laſtly, A true Believer 1s carefnll to prevent 4 


treated miſery which be_never felt';, and-is awakened 
"by holy fear to flye from the wrath to_come, andis indu- 
ſtrious 10 eſcape; that place of torment which he never 
ſaw, as if he had ſeen it with his eyes. When he heareth 
but the ſound of the trumpet ,he takes warning that he may 
ſave his ſoul, Ezek:. 3.3.4. The evils thatare bere felt and 
ſeenare not. ſo dreadfull co him, as. thoſe that he never 
ſaw or felt. Hes not fo carefull and reſolute, ro avoid 
che ruine of his Eſtate or name, or to avoid the plague, 
or ſword, or famine, or the ſcorching flames, or death, 
or torments; as:he-is to. avoid the.endleſs torments, 
which are threatned by the righteous God. It.is a grear- 
er miſery in his eſteem, to be really undone for ever, then 
ſeemingly only for a time, and to be caſt off by God, then 
by all the world ; and:to zeiin:Hell, -then'co ſuffer any 
remporal:calamity. And therefore he fears it more,and 
doth more toavoidit;z and is more- caſt. down by the 
fears of Gods diſpleaſure, then by the feelings.of theſe 
preſent ſufferings. AS Noah did for his preſervation.from 
che threatned deluge, ſo-doth-the: true Believer for his 
preſervation-from everlaſting wrath, Heb. 11.7..{ By 
faith Noah. being warned of God of: things not ſten as yet. 
moved with.fear prepared an Arkto the ſaving of his houſe, 
by the which he, condemned the world:, aud became heir of 
the righteouſneſs which is by faith. ] God firſtgiverh marn- 
;ng-of the flood :. Noah beheveth it:; not with.:a lifeleſs, 
but a working faith : thar-firſtmoved in him a.ſelt-pre- 
ſerving fear: This fear moveth Noah to obey the Lord 
inthe uſe of means, and to preparethe Ark;and all this 
was, to ſaye.himlſelf and his.houſe.from.'s. flood,''thac 
. - Was: 
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was as yet unſeen, and of which in nature there was no 
appearance. Thus doth God warn the finfull world, of 
 theday of judgement,and the fire thatiis unquenchable, 
and true beliewers rake his warning ; and believing that 
which-they cannot ſee, by fear they are moved to fiye ro: 


Chrift, and uſe his means ro' ſcape the threatned cala- 


mity.By this they become the herrs of that Righteonſneſs 
which is by fajth and conaems- the unbelieving careleſs 
world,thattake not the warning, & uſe not: the remedy, 
- By this time you may ſee-thar the Life of: Faith is 
quite another thing - than the lifeleſs opinion of multi- 
tudes that call themſelves believers, To ſay: [ I believe 
there is a God, a Chriſt, a Heaven, a Hell, ] is: as eafie as 
itiscommon. But the faith of the ungodly is butan 
uneffeual dream. To dream that you .are fighting 
wins no victories : - To dream- that you are eating, gets 
noſtrength. Todream that you-are running, ridsno 
ground:. To'dream-thar you are-plowing,; or ſowing,or 


reaping, procureth bur a fruitleſs harveſt. And to dream 


that you are-Princes, may conſiſt with beggery. If you 
doany more than dream of Heaven and Hell,:how is it 


that you ſtir not,and make-itnorappear by:thediligence - 
of your lives, and the: fetyour ot-your duties, and the 


ſeriouſneſs of your endeavours, that. ſuch wonderfull 
unexpreſſible overpowring- things, are - indeed tho 


matters of your belief £ ;As you love your ſouls take 


heed leaſt you-take an {maze of-f4ith to be the thing it 


ſelf. ' Fatth ſets on work the powers of the ſoul, for the 


obtaining of that joy,and rhe eſcaping of: that miſery 
which you believe. But the #»age of fairh in ſelf-de- 
ceive1is, neither warms nor works : it conquereth-no dif» 


ficulties ; it ſtirs not up to-faithfull duty... Its blind, and - 


therefore. ſeezh-nor God. and. how then ſhould he ;be 
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feared and loved © It ſeeth not Hef; and therefore the 
ſenſeleſs ſoul goes on as fearleſly and merrily to the 
unquenchable fire, as if he were in the ſafeſt way. This 
Image of faith annihilaterh the moſt potent objects, as 
ro any due impreſſion on the ſoul, God isas no God, 
and Heavenas no Heaven, to theſe Imaginary Chriſtians, 
If a Prince be in the room, an Image reverenceth him 
not - If mufick and feaſting be there,an Image finds.no 
pleaſure in them. If fire and ſword be there,an Image - 
fears them not. You may perceive by the. ſenſeleſs 
neglectfull carriage of ungodly men, that they ſee not 
by faich the God that they ſhould love and fear : the 
Heaven that they ſhould ſeek and wait for z or the Hell 
that they ſhould with all poſſible careavoid gzHe is in- 
deed rhe true Believer that ( allowing the difference of 
— = ) doth pray asif he ſaw the Lord; and ſpeak 
and live as alwayes in his preſence ; and redeem his time _ 
as it he were to dye to morrow,. or as one that ſeeth | 
"death approach, and ready to lay hands upon him; that {| 
TE——_ in prayer, 2s one that foreſeeth 
the day of Judgement , and the endleſsj}»y or miſery 
that followerh : that beſtirreth him for everlaſting life, 
as one thar ſeeth Heaven 2nd Hell by the eye of faith, 
Faith is: a ſerious apprebenfion, and caufech a ſerious 
converſation ; for itis inftead of fight and preſence, - 
- From all this you may eaſily and certainly infer, 
I, That :rae. faith. is a Jewel, rare and precious - and not 
ſo common as nominal careleſs Chriſtians think. 'Whac 
ſay they, 4rewe net all believers ? willyon make Infidets 
; of all that are not Saints * are none Chriſtians, but thoſe 
that live ſo firiffly ? Anſwer, I know they are not I»fi- 
aels by profeſs1on + but what they are indeed, and what 
God will takethem for, you may 100n. perceive, -by 
© Com- 
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comparing the deſcription of faith, with the inſcription 
legible on their /zves. Its common to ſay, 14s belreve: 
bur is it common to find men pray and live, as thoſe 
thardo believe indeed ? Itis both in works of cherity, 
and of piety, thata /iving faith will ſhewir ſelf, I will 
not therefore contend about the name : Tf you are an- 
godly, unjuſt, or pncharitable, and yet will call your ſelves 
Believers, you may keep the name, and fee whether it 
will faye you. Have you forgotren how this caſe is 
derermined by the Holy Ghoft himſelf, Fam, 2.14,8c. 
What doth 'it profit my Brethren, if a man ſay, he hath faith 
and hath not works ? Can faith ſave him ? Faith if it hath 
not works is dead, being alone. Thos believ:ft that there 
ts one God: thon deft well : the Devils alſo belive and trcm- 
ble. If fucb a.belief be ir, that thon glorieſt in, its not 
denied thee ? Byt wilt thon know , oh vain man, that 
faith withoat works is dead ? &C. Is there /ife where 
. there is no tion? Had you that Faith that is inſtead of 
Gebt, it would make you more ſolicitous for the things 
#nſeen, thenyou are for the viſible trifles of this world. 
_ 2. And hence you may obſerve; that moſt rrue Belie- 
. vers are weak in Faith, © Alas, how far do we all fall 
ſhort of the love, and zeal, and care, and diligence, 
which-we ſhould have if we had but once beheld the 
things which we do believes Alas, how dead*are our 
:feRions, how flatare our duties ? How cold, and- 
how floware our endeavours 7 How unprofitable are 
our lives; in compariſon of what one hours fight of Hea« 
vex and Hell would make them be 2 © whar a comforr- 
able converſe would it be, if I might butjoin in Prayer, 
Praiſe,” and holy conference. one day or hour, with a 
Perfon that had ſeen the Lord, and been in Heaven, and- 
born'a patt in the: Angelical Praiſes ! Were our Con- 
_ gregations: 
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gregations compoſed of ſuch perſons, what manner of 
worſhip would they perform to God 2 How unlike 
would their heaven!y raviſhing expreſſions be to theſe 
our fleepy heartleſs duties. Were Heaven open to the | 
view of all this Congregation while I am ſpeaking to 
you, or when we are ſpeaking in prayer and praiſe to 
God, imagine your ſelves what a change it would make 
upon the beſt of us in our ſervices ! What apprehen- 
fions, what affeRions, what reſolutions it would raiſe! 
and what a poſture it would caſt us all into! And do 
we not all profeſs to believe theſe things, as revealed 
from Heaven by the infallible God 2 Do we not ſay, 
that ſuch a Divine Revelation is as ſure, as if thethings 
were in themſelves laid open.to ourfight 2 Why then 
are we no more affeted with them? Why are we no 
more tranſported by them £ Whiy do they no more 
command our ſouls,and ſtir up our faculties to the moſt 
vigorous and lively exerciſe? and. call them off from . 
things thatare not to us conſiderable, nor fit tothave 
one glance of the eye of our obſervation,nor a regard- 
full thought, nor the leaſt affetion, unleſs as they ſub» 
ſerve theſe greater things *« When you obſerve how 
much, in your ſelves and others, the frame of your ſouls +. | 
in holy duty, and the tenour of your lives towards God 
and man, do differ from wi hat. they would be, if you bad 
ſeen the things that you believe, let it mind you of the 
greatimperfection of Faith, and humble us all in the 
ſence of our imbecility. For though I know that the 
moſt perfel? Faith, is not apt to raiſe ſuch high affett;ons 
in degree, as ſhall be raiſed by the beatifical viſion in the 
glorified, and as preſent intuition now would raiſe, if we 
could attain it z yer ſeeing Faith bath as ſwre an Obje&t 
and Revelation as ſight it (elf, though the z2anzer of 
: apprehenſion 


.c 


TOSS MnO Sd ov QAO .. 


WM WW www gw 5, uy 


The Life of Faith, 


_ apprehenfion be leſs affefting, it ſhould do much more 


with us than it doth,and bring us nearer 0 ſuch affeFions 
and reſolations, as fight would cauſe. 

Uſe 2. If Faith be given us to make things to come 
as if they weite at hana, and things wuſeen as if we ſaw 
them, you may ſee trom hence, 1. Thereaſon of that ho- 
ly ſeriouſneſs of Believers,which the nngodly want. 2. And 
the reaſon why the ungodly want it. y. And why they wonder 
af, and diſtaſte and Acride this ſerions diligence of rhe 
Saints. S | 

' 1, Would you make it any matter of wonder for men 
to be more carefull of their ſouls, more fervent in their 
requeſts ro God, more fearfull of offending him, and 


| more laborions in all holy preparation for eternal life, 


than the holieſt and preciſeſt perſon that you know in 
all the world, if ſo be that Heaven and Hell were ſeento 
them? Would younot rather wonder at the dslzeſs and 
colaneſs, and negligence of the beſt and that they are nor 
far more- holy and diligent than they are, if you and 


. they did ſee theſe things ? Why then do you nor ceaſe 


wondering at their diligence? Do you not know that 
they are men, that have ſeen the Lord, whom they daily 


| ſerve 2 and ſeen the glory which they. daily ſeek £ and 


ſeen the place of torments which they fly from 2 By 

Faithin be Glaſs of Divine Revelations they have ſcez 
them. _ 
2. And the reaſon why the careleſs world are not as 


| diligent and holy as Believers, is, becauſe they have nor 
_ thiseye of Faith, and never ſaw thoſe powerfull objeRs 


that Believers ſee. Had you their eyes, you would have 
their hearts and lives. O that the Lord would bur il- 
luminate you, and give you ſucha ſiebt of the things 


wn[cen, as every true Believer hath! What a happy 
D change 
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; change would it- make upon you ? Then inſtead of 
yourderiding or oppoſingit, we ſhould have your com- 
pany in the holy path: You-would then be ſuch your 
ſelves, as you now deride: If you ſaw. whar. they ſee, 
you would doas they do.. When the heavenly light had 
appeared unto Saul, he ceaſeth perſecuting, and en- 
quires what Chriſt would have him to do,that he might 
be ſuch a one as he had perſecuted: And when the ſcales 
Fell from his eyes, he falls to Prayer, and gers among 
the Believers whom he had perſecuted, and laboureth 
and ſuffererh more than they. " ol 
3. But till this light appear to your darkned ſouls, 
you cannot ſee the Reaſons of a holy heavenly life : and 
therefore you will think it hypocriſie,or pride,or fancy, 
and imagination, or the fooliſhneſs of crackt-brain*d 
ſelf-conceited men. If you fee a man do reverence to a 
Prince, and the Prince himſelf were inviſible to you, 
would you not take him for a mad man, and ſay that he- 
cringed to the ſtools or chairs, or bowed to-a poſt, .or 
complemented with his ſhadow? If you ſaw a mans aQi-- 
on ineating and drinking, and ſee not the mear-and 
drink. it ſelf, would you not think him mad 2 If you 
heard men laugh, and hear not-ſo much as the.voice of 
him that gives the jeaſt, would you not imagine them 
to be brainfick © If you ſee men dance, and. hear nor 
the mufick y if you ſee a Labourer threſhing,or reaping 
or mowing, and ſee no corn or graſs before him if you 
ſee. a Souldier fighting for his life, and ſee no..enemy 
that-he ſpends his ſtroakes upon, will you nor take all 
theſe for men diſtracted 2 Why this is the caſe between 
you and the true Believers, You ſee them reyerently 
worſhip God, but you ſee not the Majeſty which they 
worſhip, as they do: You fee them as buſie for the- 
| ſaving 
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faxing of their ſouls, as if an-hundred lives lay on-it;bue 
you ſee not the Hell from which they fly, nor the Hea- 
ven they ſeek: and therefore you marvel why they 
make fo much ado, about the matters of their ſalyation 
and why they cannor de as others, and make as light of 
Chriſt and:Heaven, as they that defire to. be excuſed, 
and think they have more needftull things ro mind. But 
did you ſee with the eyes of a true Believer, and were 
the amazing things that God hath revealed to us, bur 


. open to your ſight, how quickly would you befatisfied, 


and ſooner mock at the diligence of a drowning man, 
chat is ſtriving for his life, or at the labrur of the City, 
when they are bufily quenching the flames in their 
Habirations, than mock at them that are ſtriving for 
the everlaſting life, and praying and labouring againſt 
the ever-burning flames - _ 

- Hew ſoon would you turn your admiration, againft 
the ſtapidity ofthe careleſs world, and wonder more 
that ever men that hear the Scriptures, and ſee with 
theireyes the works of God,can make fo light of mat- 
rers of ſach unſpeakable eternal conſequence? Did 
you but ſee Heaven and Hell , it would amaze you to 


think that eyer many, yea ſo many, and ſo ſeeming wiſe, 


ſhould wilfully run into everlaſting fire, and ſel} their 
fouls at ſo low a rate, as if it were as eaſte-to be in Hell 
aSinan Ale-houſe, and Heaven were no better rhan a 


- beaſtly luſt 2 O then with what aſtoniſhment would 


you think !- [ Is chis the fire that ſinners ſolittle fear 2 
Is this the Glory that is ſo negleQed?]You would then 

ſee that the madneſs of thewngodly is the wonder. 
Uſe 3. By thistime I ſhould chink that ſome of your 
own Conſciences have prevented me, in the {ſe of Ex= 
amination,which Iam nextto _ you to;l RN” I 
2 | have 
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have been holding the Glaſs, you have not turned 
away your faces, nor ſhut your eyes: But that you 
have been judging your ſelves by the light which hath 
been ſet up before you. Have not ſome of your conſci- 
ences ſaid by this tine, ( If this be the nature and 
uſe of Faith, to make things unſeen as if we ſaw them, 
what a deſolate caſe then is my ſoul in 2 how void of 
Faith ? how full of Infidelity ? how far from the truth 
and power of Chriſtianity? How ——_— have I 
long deceived my ſelf in calling my ſelf a true Chri- 


Rtian,and pretending to bea true Believers whea I ne- 
ver knew the life of F4ith,but took adead opinion, bred - 
ouly by Education, and the cuſtom of the Countrey 
inſtead of it ! little did I chink that I had been an Infi- 
del at heart, while I ſo confidently laid claimto the 
Name of a Believer } Alas how far have I been from 
 lving, as one that ſeeth the things that he profeſſeth to 


Believe? If ſome of your conſciences benor thus con- 
vinced, and perceive not yet your want of Faith, I fear 

itis becauſe they are ſcared, or _ | 
But if yer conſcience have not begun to plead this 
cauſe againſt you , let me begzn to plead it with 
your conſciences : Are you Belivers? Do you lwethe life 
of Faith, or not 5 Do you live apon things that are un- 
feen, or upon rhe preſent viſible bairs of ſenſuality * 
That you my not turn away your ears, or hear me with 
aſluggiſh ſenſeleſs mind, ler me tell you firſt, how near- 
ly itconcernerh you, to get this Queſtion ſoundly an- 
wered;and then, that you may not be deceived;ler me 

help you. coward the true reſolution. = 
1. And for the firſt, You may perceive by what is 
ſaid, that ſaving Faith is not ſo common, as thoſe that 
know not the nature of it, do imagine, [' A# wen have 
28t. 
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| 7 ſaith, ] 2 Thel. 3.2. O what abundance do de- 


ceive themſelves with Names, and (bews, and a dead 
Opinion, and cuſtomary Religion, and take thele for the 
life of Faith | | 


2: Til you have this faith, you have »o ſpecial intereſt 


in Carif. Tts only Be/tevers that are writed to him. and //._ 
are his living Members : and itis by faith that be dwelleth _ 


zn our hearts, and that welive inhim, Epheſ. 3. 17. Gal. 
2:20. In yain do you boaſt of Chriſt, if you are not true 
Believers. You have no part or portion in him : None 
of his ſpecial Benefits are yours,till you have this living 
working Faith. | 

3: Youare ſtill in the ſtateof exmity to God, and un- 
reconciled tohim, while you are wxbelievers. For you 
can have »o peace with God, nor acceſs unto his favour, but 
by Chriſt, #ow.5.1,2,3,4 Epb.2.14,15,17,And there- 
fore you muſt come by faith to Chrift;before you can come 
by Chriſt unto the Father, as thoſe that have a ſpecial In- 
tereſt in-his love, | | 

4+ Till you have this Faith, you are under the guilt and 
load of all your fins, and under the curſe and condemana- 
tion of the Law.: For there is is no Fuſtification or 
forgiveneſs, but by Faith, As 26.18. Rom. 4.8 5, &co 

5. Till you have this ſownd Belief of things wnſcen,you 
will be car»al-minded, and have a carnal end: to all-your 
ations, which will make thoſe to be evil,that materially 
are good; and thoſe to be fteſhly. that materially are holy z 
withaut Faith it is impoſs1ble to pleaſe God, Rom.$.5,8,9. 
Prov. 28.9. Heb. 11. 6. VpUh 

6. Laſtly, Till you have 'this /ving Faith, you have 
20 right to Heaven,nor couldbe ſavedif you die this hour. 
[ Whoever believeth ſhall not periſh, but bave everlaſting 
life :- He that beliewveth on him, i not condemned: - but he 
D3 that: 
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that believe:h notgs-condemned already :. He that beltveth 
on the Son, hath everlaſting life, and hs that believeth not 
the Son,ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him, John 3. 16, 18. 36. 

You fee, if you love your ſelves, it concerneth you,to 
try whether you are true Believers: Unleſs you take 
it for an indifferent thing, whether you live for ever in 
Heavenor Hell, its beſt for you to put the queſtion 
clofe ro your conſciences betimes. Have you thar 
Faith that ſerves inſtead of fight 2 Do you carry withiz; 
you the evidence of things unſeen, and the ſubſtance of 

 'thethings which you ſay you hope for? Did you know in 
what manner- this queſtion mult be pur and determi- 
ned at jadgement, and how all your comfort will then 
depend upon che anſwer,and how near that day is, when 
you muſt all be ſentenced to Heaven or Hell,” as you 
are found to be Beliewers or unbelievers, it would make 
you hearken to my counle], and preſently try whether 
you have a ſaving Faith, | 

2, But leſt you be deceived in your trial,and left you 

miſtake me as if I tried the weak by the meaſure of the 
ſtrong, and laid all. your comfort upon ſuch ſtrong afe- 
tens, and bigh degrees. as fight it ſelf would work with- 
in you, I ſhall briefly te]} you, how. you may know 
whether you have any faith; that is iruc and ſaving, 
though in the /zaſt degree. Though nope of we are A 
aed to that height as we ſhould be, if we had the fight 
of all thar we do believe; yet all that have «uy: ſaqing 
belief of invifible things, will have theſe four figns of 
faith within them, ' - 
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the ſoul deliberately ro fay,[ This is the chief defireable. 
felicity z this is the Crown, the. pearl, the treaſure; 
nothing but rhis can ſerve my turn, It will debaſe the 
greateſt pleaſures, or riches, or honours of the world in 
your eſteem. How contemptible will they ſeem, while 
you fee Ged ſtand by, and Heaven as'it were ſet open to 
your view! you'l ſee theres little cauſe to envy the proſ- - 
perous ſervants of the world; you will pitty them as 
miſerable in their mirth, and bound in the fettersof 
their folly and concupiſcence ; and” as ſtrangers ro all 
folid joy and honour. You will be moved with ſome 
compaſſion to them in their miſery, when they are bra- 
vingitamong men, and domineering for a little-while z 
and you will rhink, alas poor man! Is this all chy glory: 
Haſt thou no better wealth, no higher honour ,'no 
ſweeter pleaſures than theſe husks 2 With ſuch a pre- 
Hal judgement as you value gold above dirt, and jewels 
above.cammos flones ; you will value heaven above all 
the riches and pleaſures of this world, if you have indeed 
aliving, faving faith, Phil, 3. 7; 8,9, © | 
: 2. A ſound belief of the things unſeen -will h4bi- _ 
taally incline your wills to embrace they with conſeftt,and 
complatence, Fe reſolmtion, above and e2ainfs thoſe worldly. 
things, that would be ſet ahowt them, and preferred before 
them. If you are true believers, you have made your 
choice, you have fixt your hopes, you have taken ap your 
reſolations; that God muſt be your portion, or you can 
have none that's worth the having: that Chriſtmuſt be 
your $4v/ionr, or you cannot be ſaved: ' and therefore _ 
2 at a "point with all things elſe; they"may be. 
your Helps, but not your Happineſs : you are reſolved 
on what Reck to build, and where to caft anchor; and at 
what pert and 'prize your life ſhall ' a/wm. You arere- 
| | = ſolved:: 
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ſolved what to ſeek, and ir#ſt ro; Godor none: Heaven or 
nothing : Chriſt or none, is the voice of your rooted, 
ſtable reſolutions. Though you are full of fears fome- - 
times whether you ſhall be accepred, and havea part in 
Chriſt. or no, and whether ever you ſhall artain the 
Glory which you aim at; yet yonare off all other hopes, 
having ſeen anend of all perfeRions, and read warity 
and vexation written upon all creatures, even on the 
moſt flattering ſtate on earth, and are unchangeably re- 
ſolved not to change your maſter, and your hepes, and 
your holy courſe, for any other life or hopes, What ever 
come of it, you arereſolved that here you will venture 
all : Knowing that you haye noother game to play,at 
which you are not ſuretoloſe, and that you can lay out 
your love, and. care, and Jabour: on nothing elſe thar 
will anſwer your expeRations z nor make any other 
bargain whatſoever, but what you are ſureto be utterly 
undone by, Pſal, 73. 25. & 46,7, Mat.6.20-21, 13, 
45,465. Luke 18, 33. : | 


3- A ſound belief of things inviſible, will be ſo far an 


effe7ual [pring of 4 holy life, as that you will [ ſeek firf 


the Kingdom of Gea, aud its Righteouſneſs, ) Mat.6.33:=7] 
and not.in your Reſo/utiops only, but in your Pradfices x 
the bent of your lives will be for God,and your inviſible 
felicity. . It is not poſſible that you ſhould ſee by faith 
the wonders of the world.to come, and yet prefer this 
world before it. A dead opinionative belief, may ſtand 
with a wordly fleſhly life. but a working faith will make 
you fi#r,. and make the things of God your buſineſs : 
and the labour and induſtry of your lives will ſhew, 
whether you ſoundly believe the things unſeen, 


4. If you favingly believe the invifiblethings, you 
will purchaſe them at any rate, ard hold them fafter than © 
| bh. | oi 
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your worldly accommodations, and will ſuffer the loſs of _ 


all things vifble, rather than you will caſt away your 


hopes of the glory which you never ſaw. A bumane faich 
and bare opinion, will not hold faft when trial comes. For © 


{uch men take Heayen but for a relerve, becauſe they 


muſt leave earth againſt their wills , and are loth ro go 


to hell: but they are reſolved to hold the world as 


long as they can, becau'e their faith apprehendeth no 
ſuch latistying certainty. of the 7hings unſeen, as will en- © 
courage them to letgoallthat they ſee, and have 1n ſex- 


en weakeſt faith, that's irve ind [a- © 
aort 


vine, abitually diſpoſe rhe ſoul, tolet XZ allthe _ 


opes and happineſs of this world , when they are 


inconfiſtent_ with-onr ſpiritual hopes and happinels, 


Lake 14. 33s | | 

And.now I have gone before you with the light, and 
ſhewed you whata Believer is; will you preſently con- 
fider.haw far your. hearts and lives agree to this de- 
ſcription 2 To know [| Whether you live by faith,or not ] 
is conſequentially ro know, Whether God or the world be 
your portion andfelicitys and ſo whether you are the heirs 
of Heavex or Hell, And is not this a Queſtion that you 
are moſt neerly concerned in? O therefore for your 
ſouls ſakes, and as ever you love your everlaſting peace, 
Examine your ſelves, whether you are in the faithor net > 
Know you not that Chriſt is in yow ( by faith ) except you 
be.reprobates ? 2 Cor. 13.5, Will yowhearken now as 


AW 


ſeving faith, will you hearken to your conſciences while 


_tong OY conſciences as you have done tome? As you 
have heard me telling yOu, at 75 the nature of a living, 
] —- 
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they unpartially tell you, Whether you have thrs life of þ: 


faith, or no: ? It may beknown if you are\witing, and 
diligent, and impartial ; If you fearch on-purpoſeas men 
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that would know whether they are aliye or,dead, and 
whether they ſhall live or die forever : nd not as men 
thar wonld be flattered and deceived, and are reſolved 
e6 think well of their ſtate, be it r7ge-or falſe. — 

Lec conſcience tell you: What eyes do you ſee by, for- 
the condutt of the chief imployment of your lives ? 


Is it by the eye of ſenſe,or faith? 1 rake it for granted 
that it is by the eye of Reaſon. But isit by Reaſop core. 
frapted and by-ſſed by ſexſe, or is it by Reaſon elevated by 
faith * What Countrey is it that your hearts converſe 
in? Isit in Heaves or Earth * What company is it that. 
you ſolace your ſelves withe Is it with Angels and 
Saints £ Do you walk with them in the Sp#riz, and joyn 
youreccho's to their triumphant praiſes,and ſay Amen, 
when by faith you hear them - aſcribing honour ,-and 
praiſe,and glory tothe ancient of days,the Omnipotent 
Fehovah, that is, and that was,and is co come © Do you 
fetch your Foyes from Heaven or Earth © from things un- 
ſeen or ſeen ? thing fatare or preſent ? things hoped for, 
or things poſſeſſed ? What Garden yieldeth you your 
fweereſt lowers  Whenceis the food that your hopes 
and comforts live upoa £ Wheace are the ſpirits and 
cordials that revive you, when a frowning world doth 
caſt you into a fainting fir, or ſwonn 2 Where is it that 
you repole your ſouls for Reft, when fin or ſufferings 
have made you weary 2 Deal traly, Is jt in Heavey or 
Earth ? Which world do.you take for your pilgrimage, 
and which tor your home ? I donot ask you, where 0s 
«re, but where you dweh'? not where are your perſons, but 
where are your hearts ? In a word, Are you in good ear- 
eſt, when you ſay, you believe a Heaven, and Hell? And 
do youthink, and ſpeak, and pray, and live, as thoſe 
that do inaced believe it ? Do you ſpend your t ime, and 


chooſe 
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chooſe your condition of life, and diſpoſe of your affairs; 


and an{wer temptations to worldly things,as choſe that _ 


are ſerious in their belief ? Speak out z, do you live the 


Rn 


life of faith upon things unſcen ? or the life of ſenſe on 3 


things that you behold? Deal truly, tor your endleſs joy 
or FE devon on it. 4 The life of faith 
is the certain paſſage to the life of glory, The flrſhly 


life on things here ſeex , is the certain way to 
endleſs miſery. If you live after the fleſh, ye ſhall 
dit : bat if ye by the Spirit do mortifie the deeds of the body, 
ge ſhall ive, Rom. $8.13. Be not deceived:God is not mocked: 
for whatſoever a man ſoweth , that ſhall he alſo reap : For he 
that ſeweth to bis fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corraption: but 
he that ſoweth tothe ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap everlaſt- 
ing life, Gal.6.7,8. If you would know where yos muft 
live for ever, know how, and for what, and #pon what itis 
that you live here. | | 

Hſe 4 Having enquired whether you are Believers, 
am next to ask you, what you will be for the time ta 
come 2 will you live up:;n things ſeen or #»ſeen? While 
you arrogare the »ame and honour of being Chriſtians, 
will you bethink you what Chriſtianity © ? and will you 
be indeed what you ſay you are,and would be thought to 
be 2 O that you would give credit to the Word of God , 


that the God of Heaven might be but heartily believed * 


by you! And that you would but take his Word to be 
' a5 ſure as ſenſe ? and what he hath cold you & or will be, 
to be as certain as if you ſaw it with your eyes? Oh what 
manner of perſons would you theri be £ how carefally 
and fruitfully would you ſpeak and live? How impoſ- 
fible were it then that you ſhould be careleſs and pro- 
 phane « And here that I may by ſerio»ſneſs bring you 
to be ſerious in {0 ſerious a buſineſs; I (hall firſt puta > 
E 2 wp - 
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ſuppoſitions ro you, abour the inviſible objetFs of faith z 
and then I ſhall put ſome applicatory ®neſtions to 
you,concerning your own reſolutions and. pratfice there- 

upon. | 
Suppoſe you ſaw the Lord in glory continually before 
you; When youare hearing, praying, talking, jeſting, 
caring, drinking, and when you are tempted to any 
wiltu'l fin :/ ſuppoſe you ſaw the Lord ſtand over you, 
as verily as you ſeea'man? ( As you might do if your 
eyes could [ce him: for its moſt cert3in rhat he is ſtill pre- 
ſent with you) ſuppoſe you ſaw bat ſuch a glympſe of 
his back parts as cMofes did ! Exod. 34. when God put 
him intoa clefr of the Rockzand covered him while he 
paſſed by (Chaps 33.23, ) when the face of Moſes ſhined 
with the ſight, chat he was fain to vall it from the peo- 
ple, Exod. 34.33,34,35- Orif you had ſeen but what 
the Prophet ſaw, 1/4.6.1,2,3,4,5,6. when he beheld the 
Lord upon a thront, high and l:fted np, &C. and heard the 
Serapbims cry, Holy, Holy, Holy # the Lord of Hoſti: the 
whole earth ts fall of his glory, When he ſaid Woe « me, 
for I am undone, becauſe 1 am a man of unclean lips, and 
dwell in the midſt of a people of unclean lips | for mine 
eyes have ſeen the King,the' Lord of Hoſts! Or if you had 
ſeen but whar Fob ſaw, Fob 42. 5, 6. when he ſaid [1 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear ;, but now mine eye 
ſeeth thee - wherefore I abior my ſelf and repent in duſt 
and afpes. } What courſe would you take, what manner 
of perſons would you be after ſuch a fight as thi? If-you 
had ſeen but Chriſt appearing in his e/ory,as the Diſciples 
on the holy Mount, Matth, 17. or as Paul ſaw him at 
his converſion, when he was ſmitten to the earth, 42.9. 
or as Fohn ſaw him, Rev. 1, 13. where he ſaith | He was 
cloathed with a Garment down to the fort, and girt with 4 
| | Of golaen 
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golden girdle z his head and hu hairs were white like wool 
or Snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fire, and his feet 


like unto fine braſs, as if they burned in a'furnace, and his 


woice 4s the ſound of many waters: and he hadin hs right 
hand ſeven ſtars, and out of his mouth went a.ſharp two- 
edged ſword, and his countenance was as the Sun ſhineth in 
his firength : and when 1 ſaw him, I fell at his feet as 
dead, and he laid his right hand «pon me, ſaying unto me 
Fear not. 1 am the firſt and the laſt, 1 amhe that liveth al 
was dead, and bihold 1 am alive for evermore, Amen,and 
have the keyes of Hell and Death, ] Whar do you think 
you ſhould be and do, if you had ſcen but ſuch a ſight as 
this ? Would you be godly or ungodly afterit? As (ure 
as you live,and ſee one another, God alwayes-ſeeth you: 
He fceth your ſecret filcthineſs, and deceit, and malice, 


"hich you think is hid - he ſeerh you in the dark - the © 


locking of your doors, the drawing of your curtains , 
the ſetting of rhe Sun, orthe putting out of the candle, 


— 


doth hide nothing from h:/m that is Om2ni{cent, Plal.gs. _ 


8,9. [| Underſtandoh ye brutiſh among the prople | and ye 
fools when will ye be wiſe ? He that planted the ear, ſhall 
he not hear ? he that formed the eye,ſhall he not ſee. ?] The 
luſt and filthineſs, and covetouſneſs, and envy, and va- 
nity of your very thoughts are as open to his view asthe 
Sun at noon: And -therefore you may well ſuppoſe 
him preſent that cannot be abſent, and you may ſuppoſe 
you ſaw him that ſtill ſeeth you, and whom you muſt 
ſee. . O. what a change , a glympſe of the glory 
of his Majeſty would make inthis Aſſembly ! Oh what 
amazements, what paſſionate workings of ſoul would 
it excite'! Were it butan Argcl that did thus appear to 
you, what manner of hearers would you be 2 How feri- 
ous © how affectionate? how ſenfible 2 And yet are yau 
| Believers, 


————}_ 


i 
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Believers, and have zone of this, when faich makes 
unleen things to be as ſeen 2 If thou haſt fazth indeed, 
thou ſeeſt him that is invifible': thou ſpeakeſt to him - 
thoa heareſt him in his Word : thou ſeeſt him in his 
Works : thou walkeft with him : he is the lite of thy 
comforts, thy converſe and thy lite, 
2, Suppoſe you had ſeen the matters revealed in the 
Goſpel ro your faith, as te what & paſt and done already ? If 
you had ſeen the deluge and the Arb,and preſervation of 
one righteous family :the burning of Sodom and Gomor- 
zab with fire from Heaven ; and the ſaving of Lot whoſe 
righteous ſoul was grieved at their fins, and hunted after 
as a prey to theif nngodly rage, becauſe he would have 
hindred them from cranſgreſſing © Suppoſe you had 
ſeen the opening of the Red Sea, the paſſage of the 7ſ- 
raclites, the drowning of Pharaoh and his e£eyprtians,the 
Manna and theQuailes that fell fromHeaven,cthe flame- 


| ; ing Mount, with the terrible Thunder , when God de- 


vered theLay to Moſes! W hat manner of people would 
you havebeen? Whar lives would you have led, after 
ſuch ſights, as all orany one of theſe? Suppoſe you had 
ſeen Chriſt in his ſtate of Incarnation,in his examples of 
Towlineſs, meeknels, contempt of all the glory and va- 
nities of this world, and had keard him ſpeak his hea- 


venly Dodqrine with power and authority , as never 
man ſpake. Suppoſe you had ſeen him heal the bliad, 


the lame, the fick,and raiſe the dead ; aodſcen himalter _ 
all chis made the ſcorn of ſinners, buftered, ſpit upon, 


when they had crowned him with thorns, and arrayed 


him gorgeouſly in ſcorn , and thennailed between ma- 
lefaors on a Croſs, and pierced, and die a ſhamefull 
death, and this for ſuch as yohand ]. Suppoſe you had 
ſeen the Sun darkned without any. Ecclipte ; the Vail 
GE of 
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of the Temple rent, the earth tremble, the Anz«lsrer- 
rifying the Keepers,and Chriſt riſe again ! Suppoſe you 
had been among the Diſciples when he appeared in the 
midſt of them, and with Thomas, had put your fingers 
into his wounded ſide : and ſeen him- walking on the 
waters,and at laſt ſeen himaſcending up to heaven.Sup- 
poſe you had ſeen when the Holy Ghoſt came down on 
the Diſciples in the fimilicude of cloven tongues, and 
had heard them ſpeak in the various languages of the 
Nations,and ſeen the variety of Miracles;b "which they 
4, convince che unbelieving world; W hat perions wou 
you have been £ What lives would you have led,it you 
had been eye witneſſes of all thele things And dg you © 
not profeſs to Belieye all this 2 and thareheſe things are 
as certarn traths, as if you had ſeenthem £ Why then 
doth not your Belief aftect you,or command you more? 
Why doth it not do what ſight would do,in ſome good 
meaſure; if it were but a lively ſaving faith indeed, chat 
ſeryeth-inſtead of ſenſe?Yea I muſt rell you, Faith muſt _ 
do more with you, ia this caſe, then the fight of Chriſt 
do, or the fizht of his Miracles did on moſt, _ 
234-hat aw him,and Taw his works,and heard his _ 
1 word, yet periſhed in their uabelief,” 
©. 3:Suppole you ſaw the Ewerlaftling Glory which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed and prepared for his Saints : Thar you 
had been once with Paul,rapt up into the third heavens,& 
ſeenthe things that are wnwiterable : Would you not af- - 
ter that have rather /ved like Paul, and undergone 
bis ſufferings and contempr, then co have lived like the 
brain-fick brutiſh world 2 If you had ſeen what Szepben 
ſaw before his death, 4s 7.55 56. the Glory of God,end 
Chrift landing at his right hand; Tt you had fees the | 
thouſands and millions of holy Glorions fpiries,thatare - 
1 con- 
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continually attending theMajeſty of theLord,if youhad 
ſeen the glorified ſpirics of the juſt, that were once in 
fleſh; deſpiſed by the blind ungodly world, while they 
waited on God in faith, and holineſs, and hope,for that 
blefſed crown which now they wear . It you had 


felt one moment of their. joyes s If you had ſeen 


them ſhine as the Sun in glory, and madelike unto the 
Angels of God : It you had heard them ſing the ſong 
ofchne Lamb, and the joyfull Hallelujah's, and praiſe to. 
their eternal King:What would you be,and what would 


- you reſolye on afrer och a fight as this 2 If the rich 


F&TTS. cen Latarm in Abrahams boſom in 
the midſt of his bravery, and honour, and feaſting, and 
other ſenſual'delights, as afterwards he ſaw. it when he 
was tormented in the flames of hell, do youthink ſuch 
a fight would not have cooled his mirth axd jollity, and 
helpt him to underſtand the nature and walye of his 
earthly felicity ; and have proved a more effeCtual ar- 
gument then a deſpiſed Preachers words 2 art leaſt to 
have brought hintro afreer exerciſe of his Reaſon, in a 
ſober confideration gf his ſtate and ways? Had you ſeen 
one hour what 1brahbam, David, Pani, and all the Saints 
now ſ{ee,while fin and fleſh doth keep us here in thedark, 
what work do you think your (elves it would make up- 
on your-hearts and lives ? 


1/74 Suppole you ſaw the face of Death, and that you 


were now Iying under the power .of ſome martal ſick- 
neſs, Phy firians baving forſaken you,and ſaid, There is 
no hope: Your friends weeping over.you,and preparing 
your. winding-ſheet and, cofhn , digging your graves, 
and caſting up the sKkulls, and bones, and earth, that 
muſt again be caſt in to be your covering and company; 
Suppole you ſawa Meſſenger from God ro tell you thar 

| 2h | yon 
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you thuſt 4/2 ts worromw 4; or heatd biit whit one of your 
predeceſſors heard, Zak. 12.20, Thos fool, the nitht ſhall 
thy ſeal be required of thee : then whoſe ſhall theſe things be 
that thou haſt provided? ] How would ſuth x Meſſate 
work with you £ Would It leaye you as you ate? If 
you heard a voice fromGod this night in your chamber 
in the dark, telling you, that Thi is the laſt nicht that you 
jhaſ live on earth, and before to mbrrow your ſouls muſt be 
in another world, and tome before the — God: Whitc 


- would be the effeR of ſuch a Meſſage 2 And do you n 

verily Believe thatall chis will very ſhottly be? Nay do 
you not Zzow withont Beliewine, that you muſt die; avid 
leave your worldly Gloty 2 and that all your pleaſtites 


and contents on earth, will be as if they had never been, * 
( and much worſel)O wonderfuF that achange fo ſure, 
ſogteat,ſo near,ſhould no more afﬀe& yot,and no ftiore 
be fore-chonght on, and tio more prepared fot ! and thir 
you bernot awakened by fo full and: certain # fore- 
knowledge,ro bein good ſadnefs for eternal life,as you 
ſeem to be when death is at hand ! | Ro 
'5. Suppoſe you ſaw the great and dreadfull day of 
Judgement, as it is defcribed by Chriſt himſelf it 24h. 
25. [ When the ſon of max ſhall com int his glory, and ll tis 
holy Angels with him, and ſhall fit #pon his glorious throne, 
and all Nations ſhall be gathered before him, and he fhall fe- 
parate them one from another as a Shephtrd divideth his 
fhreep from the goats,and ſhall ſet the fheep on his right hand, 
and the goats dn his left ] ver. 31, 32,33. and ſhall ſew- - 
_ tencerhe 7ighteoms 16 eternal lifegandthe veſt: tmio eviey- 
laſting puniſhnent. . If you did now behold-rhe givvy acid 
rerrour of thrar great appearaitce, how the Saints will be 
magnified and rejoyce, and be juſtified #gainſt altche i; 
accuſations of Satan, atid _ of wicked _ | ; 
; | an 
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.and how the angodly then would faia deny the words 
* and deeds that now they glory in.z and what horror and 
confuſion-will then overwhelm thoſe wretched fouls, 
that now out-face the Meffengers of the Lord z Had 
you ſeen them trembling before the Lord, that now are 
braving itout in the pride and arrogancy of their hearts: 
Had you heard how then they will change their rune, 
.and wiſh they had never known their fins: and wiſh chey 
had lived in greater holineſs then thoſe whom they de- 
rided for it : What would you /ay, and ds, and be, after 
fuch an amazing fight as this? Would you ſportit out in 
fin as you have done? Would you take no. better care for 
your ſalvation? If you had ſeen thoſe ſayings of theHo- 
ly Ghoſt fulfilled, F#de1415. 2Theſ.1.7,8,9. When the 
Lord Feſws ſhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty. 
Aneels,in flaming fire,taking vengeance on themihat know 
20t God,and that obey not theGoſpel of cur LordFeſwsChriſt; 
who ſhall be puniſhed with werlaſting deflruttion from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his pow- 
er.7] What mind doyou think you ſhonld be of 2? What 
courſe would you take, if you had but ſeen this dread- 
ful day © Could you go on to think, and ſpeak, and 
live as ſenſually,ſtupidly and negligentlyas now you do? 
2 Pet, 3.10,11, 12. [ The day of the Lord will come a5 4 
thief in the night, in the which the heavens ſhall paſs away 
with a great noiſe, and the elements ſball melt with ferwent- 
heat : the earth alſo and the works that. are therein ſhall be 
burnt: np: Is it poſſible ſoundly to believe ſ#ch a day, fo 
ſure, ſo near,and no more regard it ; nor make ready for 
it, then the carcleſs and ungodly.do? . 
- 6.Suppoſe at that day you had heard the Devil accuſing you 
of «ll the fins that you bays, committed ; and ſer them 
eut.ia themoſt odious aggravations, and call for.juſtice 
| | | againſt” 
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againſt you toyour Judge: If you heard him pleading 
all choſe fins againft you that now he daily tempts you 
to commit, aud maketh you believe are harmleſs, or 


{mall inconfiderable things : If you heard him fay- 
ing, At ſuch atime this ſinner refuſed grace, neglected 


Chriſt, deſpiſed heaven, and preferred earth: at ſuch a 
time he derided godlineſs,and made a mock of the holy 
Wordand Counſels of the Lord: at ſuch atime hepro- 
phaned the name'of God, he coveted his neighbours 
wealth z' he cheriſhed thoughts of eavy, or of luſt ; he 
was drunk,or gluttonous, or commited fornication, and 
he was never throughly converted by renewing grace, 
and therefore he is an heir of hell and belongs to me: I 


-xuled him, and I muſt have him. } What would you' 


think of a life of fin,if once you heard ſach accuſations 
as theſe? How would you deal by the next temptation, 
if you had heard what uſe the Tempter will hereafter 
make of all yourfins 2 ' oh el POT 

'7, What if you had ſeex the damned in their miſery,” 


and. heard them cry out of the toltyof their impenitent _ 


careleſs lives; and wiſhing as Dives, Luke 16. thar their 


* friends on earth might have- one ſer from the dead to 


warn them that they come not to that place of tormens ('T' 


ſpeak to men thax ſay they are believers) what would 
you doupon'ſuch a fight ? If you had heard them there. 
corment themſelves in_ the remembrance of- the time 
they loſt, the mercy they neglected, the grace refiſted;! 
and wiſhit were all to [do again; and- that: they” might 
once more be tried with another 'life;' If you ſaw how 
the world is altered with thoſe that once were as proud 
and confident as others , what do you think \ſuch:a 
fight would do. with you 2' And why'then doth the: 
believing of it do no more ,-' when the thing' is cer- 


tain 2 F2 8,Once . 


x4," 0 
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8.Once more - fuppole that in your tempiations you 
ſaw the tempier appearing to you, and pleading with you 
as he doth by his inward ſuggeſtions, or by the mouths 
of his inftruments.If yop ſaw-him and heard him hifting. 
you on to fin, perſwading you to gluttony, druaken- - 
neſs,or uncleannefs 2 If the Devil appeared to you,and . 
led you to the place of luſt, and offered you .the harlot, 


// or the cup of exceſs, and urged you to.{wear,or curſe, or - 


rail, or ſcorn at 4 holy life ;; would northe fight of. the 
angler m4 9 Saes and cool your. conrage,- and {pot 

your iport, and turn your ſtomacks 7- would you be 
-drunk, os filthy, if you ſaw him fland by you 2- Think 


on it the next- time you are tempted,” Stout men have 
been appaled by ſacha ſight. And do-you not Believe 
that its he indeed that tempteth you 2 As ſure a$if your 
eyes beheld him, ithe that prompteth men to jeer at 
godlineſs., and puts your wanton ribbald fpeeches, and 
oaths, and curſes into your mouths :-Fe is the Tutor of- 
the enemies of grace; that'teacheth them dots delrrare, © 
:ngemiaſe mane, ingenioully to quarrel with the wa 
ot life, aad. tearnedly to-confute the arguments that 
would have ſaved them ;. and (ubtilly to diſpute them-—) 
ſelves our of the hands of mercy, and gallantly. to ſcorn + 
to ſtooprro Chriſt, till there be no remedy z, and with 
26 oquence to commend: the plague and fick- 
nefsof- their ſoyls; and irrefragably maintain it, that 
tle way tohell will lead ro heaven, and to juflife the 
favs that will condemn themy4and honourably andtrium- 
phantly to overcome their friends, and to ſerve the De- 
vil in mood and figure, and valiantly ro caft themſelves 
into hell, in deſpice of all the laws and reproofs of God 
or man-that would have hindered them. It being moſt 
certain that. this is the Devils work, and you durſt not 
| do' 


do it if he moved you 10 it with open face; tow dare 
you do it when faith wonld aſſure you that its as verily he, 
as if you faw him ? OG BL fs Sk 000 
More diſtinaly, anſwer theſe -following-Queſtions, 
oponthe foregoing /ſuppoſitions; - 
9ntſt,1. It you ſaw but whar'you ſay you do Believe, 
would you not be convinced that the moſt pleaſant 
gainfall fin s worſe the madneſs ? and would you not 
ſpit at the very name of it, and openly cry out of your 
open tfolly,and beg for prayers, and love reprovers, and 
reſolve to turn withont delay ? 
- Oueſt. 2. What would you think of the moſt ſerious 


Joh bfe, if yr had ſcez the thinzs that you Tay you do _ 


bilievetrwould you ever again reproach it 25 precilneſs* 


or count it more ado then needs? and think your time 


were berter ſpent in playing then jn_praying. in drink- 
ing, and ſpotrs, and filthy Jafts, then in the holy fer- _ 


vices of the Lords would you think then that one'day in 
ſeven, were too much for the'work for which you live ? 
and that an hour on this holy day were: enongh 'to be 


ſpent.ininftructing you for wa would you not 
believe that he is ehe bleſſed 1 y, whoſe delight is 
Law of God,ana who medriateth i» it day and" nieht?C 
you Sarke fenſnality ornngodly negligence, or open 
your mouths againſt the moſt ſer:ous holineſs of life,"if 
htaves and belt ſtood open to your view ? | 

- Oueſt. 3. If you ſaw but what you ſay you 46 believe, 
would you ever apain be offended with the Miniflers of 
Chriſt, for the plaineſt reproofs,and cloſeſt exhotrarions; 
and tricteſt preceps and diſcipline, that now- are diſre- 
liſhed ſo-much 2. Or rather wonld: you'nor defre them 


to help you preſently to try your ſtate, and co fearch 


you tothe quick; arid tobe more. folicirous- to ſaye.you 


F3 | 
IP 
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then to pleaſe you? The patient that will rake no bitter 


medicine in #792, when he ſees he w»ftdie,would then 


take any thing. hen you [er eve things that now you 
hear of, then you 'would do any thing : . O then might 
you have theſe dayes again, Sermons would not be too 
plain or long - 7» ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſen would then be 
allowed of. Then you would underſtand what moved 
Miniſters to be ſo importunate with you for converſion? 
and whether trifling or ſerious preaching was rhe beſt. 

. Qweſt. 4 Had you ſcenthe things that you ſay you 
do believe, what effei would Sermons have upon you, after 
ſuch a ſight as this f O what a change it would make up- 
on eur preaching, and your hearing, if we ſaw the things 
that we ſpeak axd hear of ? How fervently ſhould we 
importune you in the name of Chriſt? How attentively 
would you hear, and carefully confider and obey ? we 
ſhould then have no ſuch ſleepy preaching and hearing 


 aSnowwe have, Gould] but ſhew to all this Congre- 


gation, while I. am: preaching the- inviſible world of 
which we. preach, and did"you hear with heaven and 
hell in your eye-fight, how confident ſhonld 'I -be 
(though not of the ſaving change of all-) that I ſhould 
this hour teach you:to plead for fin, and againſt a holy 
lifeno more 2. and ſend yow-home another people then 
you came hither. I durft thenask the worſt chat hear- 
eth me, { Dare you now be drunk, or gluttonous, or 
worldly? .Dare you be yaluptuous, proud, of fornica- 
tors any.more.? Date you.go home, and makea jeſt-at 
piety, and negleR your.ſouls. as you-haye done ? J And 
why then thould not the belirved. truth prevail, if/in- 
deedyou did believe it; when the thing is'as ſwre, as'if 
you ſei tf. 10 ow %13 13 vlog; mo g!57 1 
- 2&]t. 35-11 3208 has ſeenywhatyou fayyou ye 
_ ' | | woul 


The Life of Faith. 45 


would you bunt as cagerly: for wealth, or honour, andre- 
gard the thoughts or words of men, as you did before? 
Though its only the Belzever that truly honoarerh his 


Rulers, (tor none <lſc honour them tor God, but uſe | 


them for themſelves.) yet wonder not if he fear not A 


much the face of man, and be no. admirer of worldly 
greatneſs, when he ſeeth what they will be, as well 
as what they are, Would not Uſurpers have 
| been leſs feared , if all could have forefees their * 
fall 2,-Even common_reaſon_can foreſee , that 
ſhortly you will all be duſt: Methinks 1 foreſee your 
haſtly paleneſs, your Joathſome blackneſs, and your 


habitation in thedark: And whocan much envy, or de- 
fire. the advancements that have ſuch an end s One fight 


a rr I Ire 


your, head'into' a burning oven, -Why then; doth not - 
faith thus ſhame temptations, if indeed: you do: believe 
theſe things ? Will you ſay, [ 1 #s your weakneſs, you 
cannot chooſe )) or that [1s « your nature to be Iuſiful, re- 
wengeſwl, ſenſual, and you cannot overcome it, ] Butif 

yea: 
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you had a:figbt of +heavey and hell, you'rould then'refiſt': 
you c4nn9 now,becauſe you will ot : But did you ſer 
chat which would make you willing, your power would 
appear. The fight of a Judge or Gallows can reftrain 
men : The fight of aperſon whom you reverer.ce can 
reſtrain the exerciſe of your difgracefull finsz much 


more would the ſight'of heaven and bell. If you were but 
dying, you would ſhake the head at him that would chen 


rempr:you to the committing of 10x7 formey ſins. And 1s 
not a lively foreſeecine faith as effeQtual ? COT - 
Oneſt. 7. ey you Bi what you ſay you do believe, 
you would not ſo much fick at ſafferings; nor make ſo 
great a matter of it, to be reproached, ſlandered, impri- 


ſoned; or condemned by man, when God and your-al- 
vation command your patience. A ſight of hell would 


make you think it worſe then-thadnefs, to run thicher 
to ſcape the wrath of may, orany ſufferings on earth, 


Roms. 8.18. | | 

Queſt, 8. And Ohow ſuch a ſight would advance 
' the Redeemer, and his Grace, and Promiſes, and Word, 
and Ordinances, in your eſteem! Tt would quicken 
your defires,-and make you fly. co Chriſt for life, as 'a 
drowning man to that which may ſupport him. How 
ſweetly'then wonld you reltſÞ the name, the Word, 
the wayes of Chriſt, which now feem dry and common 
_ things! | . $2 

weſt. 9. Could you live as merrity,and ſleep as quiet- _ 
lyin a negligent uncertainty of your ſalvation, it yon 
had ſce»rchele things, 35nowyordo 7 Could you live 
at hearts eaſe, while you know not where you ſhall be 
to morrow, or muſt live for ever ?; Oh'no : Were bea- 
w6n and hell bc ſeen before you, your Conferences world - 
be more bakie tn putting ſach queſtions” Am 7 regeve- | 


"7" "ls 


rate, ſanitified, reconciled, juſtified, or not ? ] Then any _ : 
the moſt zealous Miniſter is now, b 


- 


xe. 10,1 will put to you but one Queſtion more, 


It we ſaw God, and heaven, and hell before us do you 


think it would not effeFnally reconcile our differences 
_.ndhes) our nabrotherly exelperatiens and diviftons ? 
would it not bold the hands that itch to be uſing vio- 
tence, againſt thoſe that are not in all things of rheir 
mincs! what abundance of vain controverſies would 
it reconcile ! As the coming in of the Maſter doth parr © 
the fray among the School-boyes; ſo the fight of God, 
would frightenus from contentions,or uncharitable vio- 
lence. This would teach us how to preach 8 pray better 
thena ſtorm at ſea can do; which yet doth it better thea 
ſome in proſperity will leara:Did we ſce what we preach 
of, it would drive us out of our man-pleafing, (elf-ſeek- 
ing, ſleepy ſtrain, as the cudgel drives the beggar from 
his canting,and the breaking looſe of the Bear did teach $4 
the affedted cripple to find his -legs, and caft away his 4+ 
crutches. 1 would deſire no better outward help toead #- . 
our controverſies about indifferent modes of Worſhip, 


y 
diſquifition of our failings, would make aſ- 
fionate ro others, and content that weceſſaries be rhe 
matter of our nnity. unnece{[aries of © and boi 


of charity. = | & | q 
— G If [ 3 
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If feht inall theſe ten particulars would do ſo much; 
ſhould not faith do much, if you verily believe the 
things you ſee not ? 

Alas, corrupted reaſon. is afleep,(with men that ſeem _ 

4illein other things) rill it be awakt by farrh or ſehr. 
And ſleeping reaſon is as unſerviceable as folly. It coth 
no work : itavoids no danger. A Doctor thats aſleep, 
can defend the truth no better then a waking child; But - 
reafon wilkbe reaſon,and conſcience will be conſcience, 
when the duſt is blown out of mens eyes, and ſteht and 
feeling have awakened, and fo recovered their under- 
ſtandings; or Faith more ſeaſonably and happily awaked 
them. 


AN D.O that now we mightall conſent to addiet our 
ſelves to the Life of Faith : and: 1%. That we live 
not #00 much on viſib!es. 2%. That we live on the-things 
Inviſible. 

I. One would think that wordlineſs is a diſeaſe that 
carrieth with ir a cure for it ſelf,and that the rational na- 
ture ſhould be loth to Love at ſo dear 4 rate,and tolabour 
for ſo poor a recompence. It is pitty that Gehez:'s les 
profie, and Fudzs's death, ſhould-no more prevent a ſuc- 
ceſſion of Gehezi's and Fudas*s in all generations, Our 
Lord went before us. moſt eminently in a contempt of 
earth : His Kingdom. was not of this world. No men are 
more #xlike bim then the worldlings, I know wece{saty is 
the pretence : But it is the drop/ic of Covetou[nels that 
cauſerh the 7hirſ which they call eceſsity : And there- 
fore the cure is 0x addere opibus, ſed imminuere cupidi- 
fatem - The diſeaſe muſt not be fed.but healed. Sats eff 
a&ivitiarum non amplins velle, Tt hath lately been a con. © 
troverſie, 
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troverſie, Whether this be not the goldes age? thar it is 
las ferrea we have felt z our demonſtrations are unde- 
_ ntable: thatit is 4145 4vrata, we have ſufficient proof - 


and while goldis the god that rules the moſt, we will 
not deny it to be ##4s avurea, in the Poets ſenſe, 


Aurea nunc vere ſunt ſecula: plurimss auro 
Venit honos : aurs conciliatur amor. 


This prevalency of things ſeen, againſt =. wnſcen, + 
is the 7dolatry of_the world; the ſubverſion of nature, « 33 
the perverſion of our faculties and aons , making the : 
ſoul a drudge to fleſh, and God to be uſed asa ſervant to 
the woz/d.It deſtroyerh Picty;Fuſtice and Charity:It turn- 
eth FU $ by perverſion into FT orby reverſion into 
 $U1,No wonder then if it be the ruine of ſocieties,when 


Gens ſine juſlitia,ſine remige navis in und. 1 


It can poſſeſs even Demoſthenes with a Squinancy,if there 
be butan Harpalus to bring him the, inteion, It can 
make a Judicature to be as Plutarcb called thardf Rome, 
[475fav x09 ] impiorum regionem; contrary to Crcero's 
deſcription of Swlpitize, who was [ magis juſtitie quam 
juris conſultus, & ad facllitatem aquitatemque ownia con- 
tulit ; nec maluit Iitium adtiones conſtitnere, quam contro- 
verſias tollere. Ina word,it you live by ſenfe and not by 


Faith, on things preſent,and not on age unſeen, you go * 
backward ; you fag on your heads. and turn your heels 


againſt heaven : you cauſe the beeff to ride the mer : 
and by turning all things 1 down , will turn your 
ſelves into confuſion. | 


- 2, Confider that it is the #xſcen things that are only 
G2 Great 


xo The Life of: Faith. 


Great and Neceſſary, thatare worthy of a man, and an- 
ſwer the ex cy of ournature, and the ends of our 
lives,and all our mercies: All other things are inconfide- 
{able tOyes, EXCEPt as they are dignified by their rela- 
tion to theſe, Wiethe r a man ſtep into eteinity from 
a Palace or a priſon; a Lordſhip er a ZaF arwe ſtareis lit- 
tleto be regarded, All men in the world, whoſe deſigns 
and buſmels take up with any thing ſhort of Heaven, 
are in the main of oze condition, and are bur in ſeveral de- 
grees and forms in the School of folly, ]f the intendment 
of your lives fall ſhort of God.it matters not much what _ 
it 1s you ſ{eek.as to any great difference. If /eſſer children 
. "pla = ins, and bigger boyes for para and pexce, and 
aged childrenfor lands and money, tor titles of honour, 
—andcommand: What difference is there between thele, 
in point of wiſdom and felicity © but that the little ones 


have more znzocent delights, and at a cheaper rate, then 
the aged have, without the vexatious cares and dangers 


that attend more grave and ſerious dotage, As Herneſs 
70 the Lorgis written upon all that is faithfully referre 
to his Will and Glary z ſo Yasity and S:3,is written upon 


n—_ 


all chat is but made proviſion for the fe, and hath no 
higher end then Self, To go to Hell with greater fir, © 
and attendance, and repute, with greater pomp and 
pleaſare then the poor, is a poorcon(olation, a pittifull 
telicity: _ TE 
#3. Faithis the wiſdom of the ſoul: and wnbelief and 
ſenſuality are its blindneſs, folly and bratiſhneſs. How ſhort 

15 the Knowledge of the wiſeft unbelievers: They know 
not much of whatis paſt (and leſs they would know, if 
Hiſtorians were not of more credit with them , then the 
Word of God: ) But alas, how little do they know of 
what is to come 2 ſenſe tells them where they are, and 
—__ what 
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what they are now doing : bur it tells them nor where 


they (hall be ro morrow. Bur Fats can tell a true Belie- 

ver, What will be when 'this. world is ended; and where 

he ſhall live co all erernity, and: what he ſhall be doing; * 
what thoughts he ſhall be thinking, whac affections hall 
be che temper and employmenr of his foul: what he ſhall 
ſee, and fee!, and enjoy ; and with what company he ſhall 
converſe for ever, If the pretenders to Aſtrological pre- 
diction,coult but foretell the changes. of mens lives; and - 
the time and manner of their deaths, what reſort would 
be to them 2 and how wiſe wauld they be eſteemedzBur _ 
what is all this co the infallible prediftions-of the All- 


knowing God, that hath given us a proſpect into another - 
world, and ſhewed us what will be: for ever, more cer- 
tainly then you know what a day may bring forth. 
So neceſſary is fore-knowledge in the common affairs þ. 
of men, that without it the acions of the world would - 
be bur-mad tumultuary confuſton.. What would you - 
think. of that mans underſtanding,or how. would'you va- 


lue the impleyments of his life, that lookr no farther in © - 


all his a&ions , then the preſent hour, and ſaw no + 
more then the- things in hand ; har would you . 
call him that ſo ſpends the day as one that Know- 
Et not there will be any night - and {0 paſt-rhe-night, | 
as one that looked not for day © That knew nat . 
in the Spring there would be an Harveſt, or in Sum-. 
mer,that there would be any Winter , or in Youth, that - 
there would be Age or Death? The filly brates thathave 
no fore-knowledge, are furniſhedwith an inſtin& that - 
ſupplyeth the want of it, and alſo.have the help of mans: . 
fore-knowledge, or elſe their kind would be ſoon ex-- 
tin. The Bees labour in Summer, as if they foreſarw - 
the Winters need, And can that man be wile, that fore- 
U3. (11-208 
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_ ſeethnor his —_— ſtare: Jndeed he thatknoweth not 
whatis to come, hath no.true knowledge of what is pre- 
ſent: For the worth and-uſe of: preſent things, is only in 

their reſpe&tothings.eternal : & there is no means, where 

there is no end. What wiſdomrhen remains in unbelievers, 

_ whenalltheir /ivesare miſ-imployed, becauſe they know 

Ot che Exd of lifezand when all their a&tions are utterly 
debaſed, by the baſeneſs of thole brutiſh ends; to which 
they Terve and are referred, Nothing is truly! wiſe or ho- 
nourable; that is done for ſmall and worthleſs things. To: 
draw a-curious picture of a ſhadow, or elegantly write 
the hiſtory of'a dream,may bean ingenuous kind of fo0- 
lery:; but the Zxd will not allow it the name of Wiſdom : 
And fuch areall the.ations of the world (though called 
Heroick, Valiant and Hononrable) that aim art tranſitory 
trifles, and tend not to the everlaſting Zyd. A Bird can 
neatly build her neſt, bur is not therefore counted W/7ſe, 
How contrary is the judgement of the world to Chriſts? 
When the ſame deſcription thar he giveth of a fool, is it 
that worldlings give of a wiſe and happy man,” Luke 13. 
20,21. One that layeth up riches for himſelf, and © not 
rich towards God. } Will you perſwade us that the man 1 
is V:{e,that can climb a little higher then his neighbours 
Thae he may have the greater fall? That is attended in 
his-way to Hell with greater pomp.and ſtate then others? 
Thar can fin more Syllogiſtically and Rhetorically then 
the vulgar ; and more prudently and gravely run into 
damnation; and canilearnedly defend his madneſs, and 
prove that he. is ſafe at the brink of Hell q,Vould you 
perſwade us that he is J7z/e.that contradicts the God and © 
Rule of Wiſdom, and that parts with Heaven for a few 
merry hours. & hath not wit to ſave his foul: vy hen they 
ſee the ead,and are arrived ateretnity, let them boaſt of _ 
54 5 8 el OOTY £ their 
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their Wiſdom, as they find cauſe We will rake them _ 
_ then for more competent Judges, Fet the Eternal God 
bethe portion of my ſoul : let Heaven be my inherirance 
and hope;Tet Chriſt be my Head, & the promiſe my ſecu- 


Liey, Jex Fans be my W:{dom,and love be my very Heart 
and will, and patient perſevering Obedience be my lite ; 
and then I can ſpare the wiſaom of the world, becauſe I can 


ſpare the trifles rharir ſeeks, and all that they arelike to 


get by 1r, es. 

What abundance of complaints and calamity would 
foreſight prevent 2 Had the events of this one year been 
(conditionally) foreſeen, the actions of thouſands would 
have been otherwiſe ordered, and much fin and ſhame 
have been prevented. Whata change would it make on 
the judgements of the world? how many words would be 
otherwiſe ſpoken?and how many deeds would be other- 
wiſe done? and how many hours would be otherwiſe 


ſpent,if.the change that will be made by Judgement anq* | 
Exccarion, were well foreſeen? And why is it not fore- 
ſeen, when it is fore-ſhewn 2 When the omniſcient God, 
that will ceftainly perform his Word, hath ſo plainly re- 
vealed ir, and ſo frequently and loudly warns yor of it * 
Is he wiſe, that after all theſe warnings will lie down in 
everlaſting wo ; and ſay, [ 1 /ittle thought of ſuch aday * I - 
aid not believe 1 ſhould ever bave ſeen ſo great a change ? ] 
Would the ſervants of Chriſt be uſed as they are, if _ 
the malicious world foreſaiv the day, when Chriſt ſha 


come with ien thouſands.of hs Saints, to execute Fuagement” 


on all that are ungodly? Jude 14,15,When he ſhall come to 

Tlorified in his Saints, and admircd in all them that ao 
believe,z Theſ. 1.10; When the Saints: ſhall judge the 
world, 1 Cor.6.2,3. and when the ungodly ſeeing them- 
on-Chriſts right hand;muſt hear their ſentence on this ac- 
count. 
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count [ Peri (of ore, in «5 much 4s you didit (-or, 
did it not) ts one of the leaſt of theſe ( my Brethren) you 
aid it unto me. | Matth. 25. Yeta few dayes, andall this 
will be- done before your eyes - but the unbelieving 


world will not foreſee it. 
Would malignant Cain have ſlain his brother,ifhe had 
foreſeen the puniſhment, which be calleth afterward in- 
rollerable, Gen. 4. 13- Would the world have deſpifed 
the preaching of Noah, if they had. believed the deluge? 
Would S9dom have been Sedom, if they had foreſeen 
that an Hell from Heaven would have conſumed them 2 
Would Achan have medled with his prey, if he had fore- 
ſeen the ſtones that were his Executioners and his 


fooliſh Unbelievers. Dothey know who ſeeth them in 
- their ſin? and what many thonſands are ſuffering for the 
. like, while zhey ſee no danger Whatever their tongues 
ſay, the bearts and liwes of fools deny that there isa God 
Hs a chem,and will be their Judge, P/al.14,1. You 
ſee then that you muſt ive by Faith,or periſh by Folly. 
4. Confider that things vifible are ſo irawſicory,and of 
ſo ſbort comtinuance, that they do but deſerve the name: of 
things, being notbings, and leſs then nothing, and lighter 
then wanity it ſelf,compared to the neceſſary Eternal Being, 
whoſe nameis 1 AM. Thereis but a few dayes difference 
between a Prince and no Prince, a Lord andno Lor 
a man and noman: a world and no world. And if thi be 
af, lerthe time that rs paſt inform you how ſmall a diffe- 


# Tence 
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rence this is, Rational -forefight may teach a'Xeyxes 'to 
weep over his numerous Arthy, as knowing how ſoon 


they were all to be dead men, Can you forget that _ 
o Dearh is ready to undreſs yoy? and tell you, that yout _ 


— ————— 


 ſporr'and mirth is done? and-'that now you have had _ 


all that the world can do, for thoſe thar ſerve it, and take . 
it for their part? How quickly can a Feaver,or the choice 


'of an handred Meſſengers of deat 
thateartha 


| eath, bereaye po all 
rdeth you, and turn your-\weereft pleaſures 


Into gall.and turn a Lord into alomp of clay? Iris but as | 


quit the-ſtage; and 


a _wink,an inch of cime; till you mnſt 
ſpeak.and breath; and fee the face of man no more.If you 
foreſee this,O live as men that do forefeeit. I never heard 
of any that tele bis winding-ſbeet, or fought for 4 Coffin,ot 


* 


went to Law for his grave. Andit you did but fee (as wiſe | 


men ſhould )how »ear your Honoars,and Wealth,and Plea- 
ſures do ſtand unto Eternity, as well as your Winding: 
fheers, your Coffns, and. yout.Graves,you would then vas 
lue,and:defire,and feek'them-regularly” ind aoderately 


as you do theſe.O what a fading lowerisyovr ſtrength 


Tow toon will all your gallantry ſhrink into the ſhell-*S# 
veftra ſunt tollite ea vobi[cum. Bern. But yer this is not the 
great-part' of the change. The terminus ad quem doth 


make it greater :. It is great, for petſons of renown and . 
honour, to change their Palaces: for graves, and turn to. 


noyſom rottenneſs and dirt: and'their Power and Com- 
mand'ifnto it 


Tent impotericy; nndble ro rebuke-che poor-. 


eſt worm that fawaly teedethror their hearts-or faces.” 
Bur if yotr are Believers, youTan [ook further, and foreſee 
much more, The largeſt and moſt capacious heart alive,is 
unable fully to conceive, what a charige' the ſtroak of 
denipulll ates 10 chs 22903 DUNST Os SR SR. 
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vizg now, we thall ſhortly feed. 
For an #nholy unrenewed ſoulgthat yeſterday was drown- 

ed in fleſh, and laught ar threatnings, and ſcorned re- 
proofs,to be.ſuddenly ſnatcht into another world;and ſee. 
the He:wer that he hath loſt, and fee/ the Hell which he 
would not Believe: tofall into the gulf of bottomleſs eter- 
nity, and at once to find, that Foy and Hepe are both de- 

- arted:that herror and grief mult be lus company.and De- 

| _ bach Tockt up the (door; © what an amazing 
change is this ! If you. think me troubleſom for men- 

tioning ſuch ungrateful things, what a trouble will it be 

to feel them 2_May it teach.you to. prevent that greater 

trouble ay well bear thi Ind. but. a medicine 

aguaitDeagy of a8y ſecurity fot, your continuance here, * 

orTny prevention of the Change, and 7 #ave dowe.But that. 

which unavoidably waſt be [cen, ſhould be foreſeen. _ 

© But the «#/eez world is. not thus matable's Eternal UG 

is begun in the Believer, The Church is 6#i/s on Chri 

"the Rock: andthe gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

Fix here,and you ſhall neyer be removed. | 
4. Hence followeth another difference.: The. wutable. 

creature doth: impart-a diſeraceful mautability tothe. [oulth 

cbos[eth7i.__ It difappoinrethand deceiverth.; And there- 

fore the ungodly are.of one,mind to day,and-anvther to: 

morrow.! In health.they are all for pleaſare, and commer. 

dity.and honour: and at deaththey cry out on ic as deceit- _ 

ull Yanity: In Health they cannot abide this friffgeſs,, 

this meditating, and ſeeking, and preparing toy 


\ 
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| comie.; Bur at death or judgemenrithiey wilt all be of 2n62 


thermind 7 Then O that they had been''1ſ6' wiſe'as to 
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know their time - and O that they had lived as holily. as _ 


the beſt! They are now the bold oppolers and reproach- 
ers of an holy life : But then they would be glad it had 
. been their own - They) would eat their words, and will 
bedownin the mouth, and ſtand to never a word they 


fay, when ſight, and ſenſe, and Fuadgement ſhall convince 


them, | 2 ores 
- 'Butthe things unchangeable do fix the fork. Piety is 
no matter for Repentance. Doth the Believer ſpeak 


againft finand finners: ang for an holy,fober. righteous | 


life? He willdo foto the laſt : Death and Judgemenc 


ſhall.nor change His mind1n this, bur-mugh" confirm its - 


Arid therefare he/perſeveres chrough ſufferings rodeith:; 
Rom,8.35,36,37- (. For this cauſe we faint not:but though 
our ouFward man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day * For onr light afflittion, which but far a moment, 
worketh for us a far, more exceeding-eternal weight of glory: 
' While we look not at the things that 'are (Tee, but ar'the 
things which are not ſeen: For the things which are ſeen are 
temporal , but the things which are not ſcen are eternal, 
2 Cor, 4..16, 17, © eb 92 LIARS ke 

6. Laſtly, ler-this move you'to' live by 2ſ#:ſtelng 
Faith,that it & of neceſstty 10 your ſabudtion. BelfevingHea- 
ven, muſt prepare youfor it; before you can enjoy it. Be- 
lieving Hell,is neceſſary to prevent it, Mar.16, 16:Fob. 2: 
18, 36,[The juſt ſhall liut b; Faithybut if any wan draw beck, 
(or, be lifted up) the Lord will have n6;pltaſure in hint: Heb. 
10-28, Hab.2 q.Tzke heed 1hatrhere be ndt ini any of you an' 
evil heart of unbelief, to depart. From the living God. Hebi 
3- 12. 4#d be not of them1hat araw back to perdition, bat of- 


them that believe 19 the ſaving of the ſaltlHeb. 0. 35.Tt'is: 
OE me ome" ey i. Gadd. - 
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God that fairhy; [Ty yſbel « all bedamned that hvieved not 
tbe treth but hag pleaſure in ILY 2 Theſl,'2. 
IO, 11» 12, 


 ————— . * - 5 oy LA 
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1A Y In now-in the continbens more ie purcheuteity:0s EX» 
hort you, 1, That you will /zve #por things foreſeen. 
Thar you. will povecte this life of faith in T0 
pigs to your ſeveral capacities. | 


re and Nobles live 'notalwayes:You are nor the 
af the g1woverble Kingdom: but of a boat that 15- 
£ ip onder ſail, that will ſpeed _ 


aengers tothe ſhore. Dixs ,eftis Dit *-at 
IOTICONG 4t #gwanes. It was not the /eaft or worſt 'of Rings, 
thatlaid {2.497 4firaveer upon £&1b} Pfal. 149; 19. Yermis 
ſun, 108 home : 1 am a:worm and no may, Plal.2 2. 6, on 
are the gxeater worm i,and we thelrttle ones : but uſt 
all lay with Fob,ch.x7; 9, 144 [The grave #5 our our hauſt, and 
ws. 94 fb, rake, ur beds 97 darkuwefsrCorruptien i is onr Father, 
and the moros-gur mother: andwoan ſiſter. } The ie inexorable 


eveller.is ready:atyour:backs, tro convince you by un- 


refiſtible argument, that 4#/# you are, und to duſt you [hall 


return, Heaven ſhould be as aefpreable,and Hell as Ferrible = 
01088 bo 4r+-Nomen Yb fear you aſce death: much 
; *to- judge you, \'Lob. 19.29, AS 

16 Kin vtande/eryaf he wortd' were conteitined by 
him in the hour obhis rempeation; ſo.are-they inconfide = 
omranris, ef prefarick: \Frnſt' not therefore £0oi 
&ntiches Vac them buras they:will prove at 

vo AS you: 8end.onhights .grnund then others; itts 
meet that you ſyonld ſee forthe. he.- Lregrer: are 'yout- 


v tages, the wiſer. and: botrer;you thoold þe : and 
ore bould baccer: perogive the difference bediween' 
Joy things 


[ 


+ 


. 
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things temporal and: eternal. Tt is alwayes dark where + 
-ag glow-worms ſhine, and a rotten poſt dorhſeema © 
.. | | 
... Yonr gfficulties alſo ſhould excite you: You muſt 20 
as through « xeedles eye to heaven, To live as in heaven, in 
2 crowd of bufineſs,and ſtream of temprations,from the 
© conftneniceofall worldly things, is fo hard, that few ſuch 
come toheaven. Withdraw your ſelves therefore to the 
__ ſerious fore-thoughts of eternity, and live by 
aith, LEE pre hd $54 
Had time allowed it, I ſhould have come down to : 
ome particular inſtances.: As, 1. Let the things unſeen -'2 
be (till at hand, to anſwer everytempration, and Thame : 
"and repel! each motion to fin. ITE 522 
_ ©2; Let thembeMil athand, to-quicker we to duty,when 
backwardneſfs and- coldneſs doth ſurprize us. What, 
ſhall we do any thing cofdly for eternity 2 
—75. Lair relolve.you'whar company 10 delight in, and _ 
har ſociery to be of z even--thoſe with-whom we maſt. _ 
imell for ever $2. hat fide ſoever is uppermoſt on earth,” 
you may foreſee which ſide ſhall reign for ever. BEDS: 
71. Let the things inviſible be your datly ſolace, and the 
ſatisfattion of your ſouls. + Are you ſlanderedby men 2 
Faith tells.you, it isenough thar-Chrift wil j#ſtifte you. 
O-happy day,whenhe will bring forth our righteouſneſs 4s 


—_— 


"ea. Are you frowned on'or contemned by Is it not © 
"enough rhac you ſhall ewerlaſtingly ered by the 
.07af AIe YOU wronged,0ppreſee 
malice? Isnot Heavenenough to make you reperation ? 


and eternity long enough tor yourjoyes ? O pray for your {,F 
malicious enemies, leſt they lyifer more then you can | iY 


with them. | 2.Laſtly, 


. , 


The Th = Fab” 


: -»Laftly,l ſhould harebecome onthe debalt of Chil 
p_ enloner to 70U-for ;rotection at 14 er $148 nt tO 
the heirs of th  iovifible world: For them th tpregharid 
em that Zve this life of of. faith; nor. for 
) _andriches of thewo Gs bur for Jave anc 
© work in the Vineyard;Jhd peaceably xr; 
worh 735 Trange! DS ling 41n the Comm; 
they believe. Ine chow 1:Y it ve "tor. 
Lord, , TRE. 
prevail andregi 
do more for the preatel | 
them.:; wnole 10 is aſh nec by char which I 
or their.{o: now | 


Bur.for your hives. os Jour! Ani ani 4 ring 
faculties : Be often looking'through che ptoſpettive. of 
the promiſe : and live not by-fenſe-on p xolbas. tings 2Y 


 _ but live as if you faw-theTl gs whicl 
"You do believe; That whenworle ly title SATE 10 
$40 feſhly pleaſures! have end, 
_and Holineſs will heeke marks of h OnOUT;. - an £3 
ind #ngodlineſs the badpes of perpetual thame; and whe 
you muſt give account 0 your Scewardihip, and ſhall.be 
no longer.Stewards,you;may 5 Wer by Faith 
unto. Fruitien, and ſee with; Joy'the-Glorious. things'that . 
you now believe, . Write vwpon'your Palaces and\goods; 
that ſentence, 2 Pet.3;11+ Seing altheſe things hal bs 
diſſolved, What manner of perſons ought ye tobe in all.holy 
conver{ation and £0415, 0 for 4) 
$# - coming of the dayof Go 


